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Police officers stand outside the apartment of Dr. Craig Spencer, who tested positive for the Ebola virus Thursday, in the Harlem neighborhood of New York, Oct. 23, 
2014. Spencer was rushed to Bellevue Hospital on Thursday and placed in isolation while health care workers spread out across the city to trace anyone who he might 
have come into contact with in recent days. 

(Jennifer S. Altman/The New York Times) 


New York City Patient Tests Positive for Ebola 


MARC SANTORA 
© 2014 New York Times 
NEW YORK - A doctor in 
New York City who recently 
returned from treating Ebo¬ 
la patients in Guinea tested 
positive for the Ebola virus 
Thursday, becoming the 
city's first diagnosed case. 
The doctor, Craig Spen¬ 


cer, was rushed to Bellevue 
Hospital Center on Thurs¬ 
day and placed in isolation 
while health care workers 
spread out across the city 
to trace anyone he might 
have come into contact 
with in recent days. A fur¬ 
ther test will be conducted 
by the federal Centers for 


Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention to confirm the initial 
test. 

While officials have said 
they expected isolated 
cases of the disease to ar¬ 
rive in New York eventually, 
and had been preparing 
for this moment for months, 
the first case highlighted 


the challenges surrounding 
containment of the virus, 
especially in a crowded 
metropolis. 

Even as the authorities 
worked to confirm that 
Spencer was infected with 
Ebola, it emerged that he 
traveled from Manhatfan 
to Brooklyn on the subway 


Wednesday night, when 
he went to a bowling alley 
and then took a taxi home. 
The next morning, he re¬ 
ported having a tempera¬ 
ture of 103 degrees, raising 
questions about his health 
while he was out in public. 

Continued on page 3 
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Ottawa: 

Despite signs, gunman was not flagged as a threat 


IAN AUSTEN 
SARAH MASLIN NIR 
© 2014 New York Times 
OTTAWA, Ontario - The Ca¬ 
nadian police acknowl¬ 
edged on Thursday that 
the gunman who trau¬ 
matized the capital in a 
deadly shooting rampage 
had not been identified as 
a security threat despite his 
criminal record in three cit¬ 
ies, embrace of extremist 
ideas and intent to travel to 
Syria. 

The police also conceded 
that they did not even know 
that the gunman, Michael 
Zehaf-Bibeau, had been in 
the capital for nearly three 
weeks. 

The revelations at a news 
conference came a day 
after the gunman para¬ 
lyzed the heart of the capi¬ 
tal, killing a soldier at a war 
memorial before he was 
shot dead in the halls of 
Parliament. 

The new detailed informa¬ 
tion helped fill in vast gaps 
about Zehaf-Bibeau’s sur¬ 
prise assault, including chill¬ 
ing video footage of his ar¬ 
rival on Parliament Hill. 
Commissioner Bob Paul¬ 
son of the Royal Cana¬ 
dian Mounted Police said 
the gunman's motives re¬ 
mained largely unknown, 
but the commissioner said 
he was confident that 
Zehaf-Bibeau had acted 
alone and had no strong 
ties to other extremists. 

The commissioner, the 
head of Canada’s na¬ 
tional police, said that 
much remained a mystery 
about the shooting frenzy 
that led to Zehaf-Bibeau’s 
death, trapped thousands 
of people in downtown 
Ottawa and, at one point, 
left Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper without bodyguards 
and separated only by a 
wooden door from a gun- 


fight. 

“The RCMP did not even 
know Mr. Zehaf was in Ot¬ 
tawa,” Commissioner Paul¬ 
son said during the lengthy 


news conference. “We 
need to look at all opera¬ 
tions to deal with this dif¬ 
ficult and hard-to-under- 
stand threat.” 

The police, he said, had 
only learned about Zehaf- 
Bibeau’s Syrian travel plans 
from his mother after his 
death. Nor was he among 
the 93 people that the na¬ 
tional police forces moni¬ 
tor as being likely to travel 
abroad to join organiza¬ 
tions recognized as terror 
groups under Canadian 
law. 

All the commissioner could 
offer as explanation for 
the violence of Wednes¬ 
day was a combination 


of Zehaf-Bibeau's grow¬ 
ing frustration over delays 
in his passport application, 
his apparent sympathies 
for radicalism and his “diffi¬ 


cult circumstances,” which 
appeared to include drug 
use, unemployment and 


mental health problems. 
The police determined that 
Zehaf-Bibeau, who was 
born in Montreal, had ar¬ 
rived in Ottawa as early 


as Oct. 2. He had come to 
the capital, Paulson said, 
apparently hoping to ex¬ 


pedite his passport appli¬ 
cation, a process that the 
police had not blocked. 

He moved into the Ottawa 
Mission, a homeless shelter 
less than a 10-minute walk 
from the National War Me¬ 
morial, where Zehaf-Bibeau 
would shoot and kill CpI. 
Nathan Cirillo, the single fa¬ 
ther of a young child from 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

About two days before 
the attack, Zehaf-Bibeau 
was a fixture in the shelter’s 
main sitting room, having 
loud conversations on a 
pay phone, his frustration 
appearing to mount as he 
made call after call looking 
for an inexpensive “junker” 
car, said Paul MacIntyre, 
52, a resident who over¬ 
heard him. 

“Anybody living in a room¬ 
ing house who has 600 to 
700 bucks to blow on a junk¬ 
er," seems out of place, he 
said. “With that you could 
get a bus ticket all the way 
across the country.” 

A striking figure, with black 
curls to his shoulders, a 
small mustache and goa¬ 
tee, Zehaf-Bibeau was fre¬ 
quently seen prostrate on 
a small prayer mat he kept 
for praying in the stairwells, 
said another resident, Da¬ 
vid Duchesne, 50. 
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Speaker of the House of Commons Andrew Scheer follows Sergeant-at-Arms Kevin Vickers 
through the Hall of Honour during the Speakers parade in the House of Commons Thursday, Oct. 
23, 2014. Applause from all sides of the House rained down on Vickers as he entered the legisla¬ 
tive chamber. Vickers was among those who opened fire on Michael Zehaf Bibeau, who stormed 
Parliament Hill on Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Adrian Wyld) 
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New York City patient tests positive for Ebola 


Continued from Front 


People infected with Ebola 
cannot spread the disease 
until they begin to display 
symptoms, and it cannot 
be spread through the air. 
As people become sicker, 
the viral load in the body 
builds, and they become 
more and more conta¬ 
gious. 

Spencer’s travel history 
and the timing of the on¬ 
set of his symptoms led 
health officials to dispatch 
disease detectives who 
“immediately began to 
actively trace all of the 
patient’s contacts to iden¬ 
tify anyone who may be at 
potential risk,” according 
to a statement released by 
the department. 

It was unclear if the city 
was trying to find people 
who might have come into 
contact with Spencer on 
the subway. The Metropoli¬ 
tan Transportation Author¬ 
ity directed all questions 
to the health department, 
which did not immediately 
respond to requests for 
comment on the issue. 

At Spencer's apartment 
in Harlem, his home was 
sealed off and workers dis¬ 
tributed informational fliers 
about the disease. It was 
not clear if anyone was 
being quarantined. 

Health authorities declined 
to say how many people 
in total might have come 
into contact with Spencer 
while he was symptomatic. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, speak¬ 
ing at a news conference 
Thursday evening before 
the diagnosis, said Spencer 
has given health workers a 
detailed accounting of his 
activities over the last few 
days. “Our understand¬ 
ing is that very few people 
were in direct contact with 
him,” de Blasio said. 
Spencer had been work¬ 
ing with Doctors Without 
Borders in Guinea, treat¬ 
ing Ebola patients, before 
returning to New York City 
on Oct. 14, according to a 
city official. 

He told the authorities that 
he did not believe the pro¬ 
tective gear he wore while 
working with Ebola pa¬ 
tients had been breached 
but had been monitoring 


his own health. 

Doctors Without Borders, 
in a statement, said it pro¬ 
vides guidelines for its staff 
members on their return 
from Ebola assignments, 
but did not elaborate on 
those protocols. 

“The individual engaged in 
regular health monitoring 
and reported this devel¬ 
opment immediately," the 
group said in a statement. 
Bellevue doctors have pre¬ 
pared for an Ebola patient 
with numerous drills and 
tests using “test patients" 
as well as treatment of sus¬ 
pected cases that turned 
out to be false alarms. 

A health care worker at 
the hospital said that Spen¬ 
cer seemed very sick and it 
was unclear to the medical 
staff why he had not gone 
to the hospital earlier, since 
his fever was high, at 103. 
Spencer is a fellow of inter¬ 
national emergency medi¬ 
cine at NewYork-Presby- 
terian Hospital/Columbia 
University Medical Center, 
and an instructor in clinical 
medicine at Columbia Uni¬ 
versity. 

“He is a committed and re¬ 
sponsible physician who al¬ 
ways puts his patients first," 
the hospital said in a state¬ 
ment. “He has not been to 
work at our hospital and 
has not seen any patients 
at our hospital since his re¬ 
turn from overseas.” 

The authorities have been 
on high alert ever since 
Thomas Eric Duncan trav¬ 
eled to the United States 
in September from Liberia, 
and was later given a di¬ 
agnosis of Ebola. 

Duncan died at a Dallas 
hospital this month. 

Several days after his 
death, a nurse who helped 
care for Duncan learned 
she had Ebola. Two nurses 
who treated Duncan fell ill 
but have since recovered. 
That single case led to 
hundreds of people be¬ 
ing quarantined or being 
asked to remain isolated 
from the general public. 
The missteps by both local 
and federal authorities in 
handling the nation’s first 
Ebola case raised ques¬ 
tions about the ability of 
health care workers to 
safely treat those with the 
disease. □ 



The entrance to Bellevue Hospital in New York, Oct. 23, 2014. Dr. Craig Spencer, who tested posi¬ 
tive for the Ebola virus Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014, was rushed to Bellevue Hospital on Thursday and 
placed in isolation while health care workers spread out across the city to trace anyone who he 
might have come into contact with in recent days. 

(Joshua Bright/The New York Times) 
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For Clinton and Cuomo, a dance of expediency 


AMY CHOZICK 
THOMAS KAPLAN 
© 2014 New York Times 

Heading into the 1992 
presidential campaign, the 
long-shot candidacy of 
Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas 
rested largely on whether 
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo of 
New York, who was con¬ 
sidered a presumptive 
front-runner, decided to 
enter the race. Cuomo, of 
course, did not, and the 
rest is history. 

What a difference a cou¬ 
ple of decades and a two- 
term presidency can make. 
As Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
seeks a second term in his 
father’s old office and Hill¬ 
ary Rodham Clinton con¬ 
siders another run for the 
White House, a Cuomo rally 
in Manhattan on Thursday 
seemed the clearest signal 
yet that Cuomo, 56, would 
put aside his own presiden¬ 
tial ambitions to support 
Clinton should she run. 
“They ask me all the time 
about Hillary Clinton - 
‘What’s Hillary going to 
do? What do you think?'” 
Cuomo said at the rally. “I 
say, ‘Well, Hillary Clinton is 
so good that whatever she 
does, she’s going to be an 


STEVE PEOPLES 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Charg¬ 
ing that “America can¬ 
not disengage from the 
world,” U.S.. Sen. Rand Paul 
on Thursday confronted 
critics who brand him an 
isolationist as he endorsed 
an American foreign policy 
that embraces war with 
limits. 

The libertarian-leaning Ken¬ 
tucky Republican is eyeing 
a 2016 presidential bid de¬ 
spite skepticism from party 
leaders over his worldview. 
Paul on Thursday described 


overwhelming success,”’ 
he added. “‘And I hope 
she does something really, 
really, really big.' That’s 
what I hope.” 


If the role reversal seemed 
complete - a Clinton’s star 
power being used to drum 


military action as necessary 
under certain conditions. 
“America should and will 
fight wars when the con¬ 
sequences — intended 
and unintended — are 
worth the sacrifice,” he 
said in a 20-minute speech 
shortly before accepting 
an award from the Center 
for the National Interest, 
a think tank founded by 
former President Richard 
Nixon. “America shouldn’t 
fight wars where the best 
outcome is stalemate. 
America shouldn’t fight 
wars when there is no plan 


up enthusiasm amid a Cuo- 
mo’s sagging approval rat¬ 
ings - the event was only 
the most recent twist in an 
up-and-down, decades- 


long relationship between 
two of New York's most 
powerful political families. 


for victory.” 

Paul has drawn sharp criti¬ 
cism from within his own 
party for favoring a smaller 
American footprint on the 
international stage. The 
first-term Kentucky sena¬ 
tor has called for the end 
of all foreign aid and clos¬ 
ing some U.S. military bases 
abroad. 

Similar positions helped sink 
the presidential ambitions 
of his father, former Texas 
Rep. Ron Paul. That's a fate 
the younger Paul is working 
hard to avoid. 

Polling suggests that a 


Considered cordial but not 
close, the Clintons and the 
Cuomos have forged al¬ 
liances when it has suited 
them. Bill Clinton devel¬ 


oped genuine respect for 
Andrew Cuomo’s political 
savvy, and vice versa. But 


war-weary American pub¬ 
lic might respond well to 
Paul’s reframing, even if 
his positions concern some 
of the Republican Party’s 
most powerful donors and 
opinion leaders. New York 
Rep. Peter King has warned 
that a Paul presidency 
would be “disastrous" for 
the nation’s interests and 
likened his views to the Re¬ 
publican Party’s isolationist 
wing from the 1930s. 

Paul earned a much warm¬ 
er reception while facing a 
friendly audience Thursday 
night. 


the relationship has not 
been without awkward¬ 
ness. 

The tension dates back 
to when Clinton, then a 
young governor from the 
South hoping to pay his 
respects to Gov. Mario 
M. Cuomo, arrived at the 
capitol in Albany only to 
be told the governor was 
“much too busy,” said a 
prominent Democrat who 
was told firsthand about 
the episode. That person, 
like several others inter¬ 
viewed for this article, in¬ 
sisted on anonymity to pre¬ 
serve a relationship. (“In 
fairness, Mario would have 
made the pope wait,” a 
former aide to the elder 
Cuomo said.) 

Then, in 1992, in a phone 
conversation with Gennifer 
Flowers, when Flowers said 
she would not be surprised 
if Mario Cuomo, who is Ital- 
ian-American, had “Ma¬ 
fioso major connections," 
Clinton said the governor 
“acts like one." (Clinton 
apologized, but Cuomo 
seized on the comment to 
portray Clinton as insensi¬ 
tive to ethnic minorities.) 
Hillary Clinton has less of 
a connection to Andrew 
Cuomo than does Bill Clin¬ 
ton, who relied on him for 
policy and political advice 
when Cuomo led the fed¬ 
eral housing department. 
Hillary Clinton is said to be 
more dubious of Cuomo’s 
intentions and his sharp-el¬ 
bowed style. A spokesman 
for Hillary Clinton said Cuo¬ 
mo “has been a tireless 
advocate for New York” 
and that “she was proud 
to campaign for him.” 

It was all smiles at the 
rally Thursday when Clin¬ 
ton took the stage at the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel in mid¬ 
town Manhattan to chants 
of “2016!” Clinton left no 
question about her support 
for Cuomo. 


Rand Paul tries to peel away isolationist label 



Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and New York Governor Andrew Cuomo sit to¬ 
gether on the stage during a “Women for Cuomo” campaign event in New York, Thursday, Oct. 
23, 2014. Clinton is backing Cuomo in his bid for a second term. Cuomo faces Republican West¬ 
chester County Executive Rob Astorino in the Nov. 4 general election. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 
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Dad: White House jumper 
has “mental health” issues 

JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The latest person to climb over 
the White House fence had the paranoid belief he was 
being watched by cameras and had previously been 
arrested at the executive mansion, his father said. 
Dominic Adesanya was ordered held without bond in 
an appearance Thursday before a U.S. judge. Wear¬ 
ing blue prison garb, he resisted being taken away 
and started talking as two deputy marshals removed 
him from the courtroom. 

Adesanya, 23, has been charged with two federal of¬ 
fenses: unlawfully entering the restricted grounds of the 
White House and harming two law enforcement dogs 
that were released to take him down. A preliminary 
hearing and detention hearing have been scheduled 
for Monday. 

The incident came about a month after a previous 
White House fence jumper, Omar Gonzalez, sprinted 
across the same lawn carrying a knife, ran past armed 
uniformed agents and entered the mansion before 
being felled in the East Room and taken into custody. 
This week a federal judge delayed his arraignment be¬ 
cause of questions about his mental fitness to stand 
trial. 

The embarrassing Sept. 19 incident preceded the dis¬ 
closure of other serious Secret Service breaches in se¬ 
curity for President Barack Obama and ultimately led 
to Julia Pierson's resignation as director of the agency 
after 18 months on the job. 

Earlier Thursday, White House press secretary Josh Ear¬ 
nest said options are being considered to enhance 
security at the White House, including more person¬ 
nel, technology and physical impediments to get in. 
He praised the agents’ response, saying, “Yesterday’s 
incident underscores the professionalism of men and 
women of the Secret Service.” 

Adesanya had previously been arrested at the White 
House on July 27 and ordered to undergo men¬ 
tal health screening. His father, Victor Adesanya, said 
in a telephone interview Thursday that his son has been 
experiencing mental health problems for over a year, 
but he refused the help the family tried to get for him. 
Victor Adesanya said his son was diagnosed with para¬ 
noia and “complained about cameras everywhere.” 
He said at one point his son took down a mirror in the 
bathroom and cut into the wall, trying to find a cam¬ 
era. He also looked for them in the family’s attic. He 
said his son was not trying to hurt the president. 

“He’s not violent. He’s not a criminal. He’s not a mur¬ 
derer. He’s just someone that’s just mentally disturbed,” 
he said. Court records from Dominic Adesanya’s July 
arrest show he told an officer that he wanted cam¬ 
eras that had been placed in his home removed. The 
document also says he told an officer that the security 
barrier he jumped over “was easy and that the next 
fence to the south grounds of the White House would 
not be a problem as well.” 

After the arrest he was ordered to get outpatient men¬ 
tal health screening. He was apprehended again on 
July 30 after he refused to leave the Treasury building, 
which is next to the White House, and swung his fists at 
officers. Dominic Adesanya was supposed to return to 
court Sept. 9 but didn't show up. Warrants for his arresf 
were issued. 

Affer climbing over fhe fence Wednesday night, Dom¬ 
inic Adesanya was swiftly apprehended on the North 
Lawn, on Pennsylvania Avenue, by uniformed Secret 
Service agents and their dogs. 


Police: 

Hatchet-wielding man shot by officers 

cannot say yes or no to that 
question,” Bratton said. 

The attack occurred at 
about 2 p.m. while the offi¬ 
cers were standing togeth¬ 
er on foot patrol, police 
said. Without a word, the 
man swung at an officer 
who blocked fhe blow with 
his arm. Another officer was 
hit in the back of the head 
and fell to the ground. 

As the man raised the 
hatchet again, the two un¬ 
injured officers drew their 
weapons and fired several 
rounds, police said. The bul¬ 
lets killed the assailant and 
wounded a female by¬ 
stander, police said. 

The officer was in critical 
but stable condition and 
was expected to undergo 
surgery. 


JONATHAN LEMIRE 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York City police shot and 
killed a hatchet-wielding 
man on Thursday after 
he suddenly attacked a 
group of patrol officers 
without warning in broad 
daylight on a busy com¬ 
mercial district in Queens. 
At a news conference at a 
hospital where one officer 
was being treated for a se¬ 
rious head wound. Police 
Commissioner William Brat¬ 
ton said that investigators 
were still trying to confirm 
the identity of the assailant 
and determine a motive. 
Security videotape and wit¬ 
ness accounts appeared 
to leave no doubt that the 
man purposely targeted 
four rookie New York Police 
Department officers, po¬ 
lice said. Moments before 
the attack, he was seen on 
a street corner crouching 
down to pull the hatchet 
out of backpack before he 
charged the officers and 
began swinging the hatch¬ 
et with a two-handed grip, 
police said. 

Asked if the attack could 
be related to terrorism, 
Bratton didn’t rule it out. He 
cited the fatal shooting of 
a soldier in Canada earlier 
this week — what officials 
there have called a ter¬ 
ror attack — as reason for 
concern. 

“This early on, we really 
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In this frame grab taken from video provided by the New York 
Police Department, an unidentified man approaches New York 
City police officers with a hatchet, Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014, in 
the Queens borough of New York. The man injured two with the 
hatchet before the other officers shot and killed him, police said. 
A bystander was wounded in the gunfire. Investigators were still 
trying to confirm the identity of the assailant and determine a 
motive. 

(AP Photo/New York Police Department) 
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Chilly forecast suggests a blue Christmas for Amazon 
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People shop at a Gap factory store at the Citadel Outlets in Los Angeles. Americans are expected 
to spend at the highest rate in three years during what's traditionally the busiest shopping season 
of the year, the National Retail Federation said earlier in October. 

(AP Photo/Jae C. Hong) 


years of a seemingly end¬ 
less array of venfures. 
Amazon said it expects 
holiday quarter revenue 


of $27.3 billion and $30.3 
billion, below analyst ex¬ 
pectations of $30.86 billion. 
That’s an increase of 7 per- 


APNewsBreak: 

Icahn says Taj Mahal casino likely to close 


MAE ANDERSON 

AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — It might 
be a blue Christmas for 
Amazon. 

The world's largest retailer 
gave a disappointing fore¬ 
cast for the crucial holiday 
quarter. The company also 
reported a wider loss than 
analysts expected for the 
third quarter. 

Thursday’s financial results 
could end investors’ pa¬ 
tience with Amazon’s slim 
profit and its strategy of 
investing heavily in new 
products and services to 
spur revenue growth. The 
stock price tumbled 11 per¬ 
cent in after-market trad¬ 
ing. That's on top of the 22 
percent decline the stock 
has already suffered this 
year. 

Amazon has long focused 
on spending the money 
it makes to grow and ex¬ 
pand into new areas. It 
launched a smartphone, 
the Fire, earlier this year, 
and has been offering a 
set-top video streaming 
device, a streaming video 
service and several tablets 
and e-book readers. 

The company has also 


been investing in servic¬ 
es for its $99-a-year loy¬ 
alty program, Prime. It has 
added a grocery delivery 
services and music stream¬ 
ing for Prime members as 
well as offering original TV 
shows such as the critically 
acclaimed “Transparent" 
starring Jeffrey Tambor. 

But it is increasingly clear 
that what investors want 
more than revenue growth 
is a solid profit. 

“The market was looking 
for more in terms of reve¬ 
nue and operating income 
and the fourth-quarter 
outlook,” said Morningstar 
analyst R.J. Hottovy. “It's 
going to be a competitive 
landscape for retailers this 
holiday season and retail¬ 
ers will compete aggres¬ 
sively for consumers.” 

In a conference call with 
analysts. Chief Financial 
Officer Thomas Szkutak 
defended its strategy and 
said the company is fo¬ 
cused on “using its capital 
wisely so that over time we 
get good returns on invest¬ 
ed capital." 

But he agreed the com¬ 
pany needed to be “selec¬ 
tive” on new projects after 


WAYNE PARRY 

Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(AP) — Billionaire investor 
Carl Icahn says the strug¬ 
gling Trump Taj Mahal ca¬ 
sino “will almost certainly 
close.” 

The would-be purchaser 
of the casino told The As¬ 
sociated Press on Thursday 
night that the casino’s fi¬ 
nances are dire. 

Four of Atlantic City’s 12 
casinos have closed this 
year, and the Taj Mahal 
would be the fifth. 

Icahn, sounding very much 
like a man growing tired 
of the whole topic, said 
that even though he won’t 
back out of a deal he 
made with owner Trump 
Entertainment Resorts to 
acquire the Taj Mahal and 
pump $100 million into it, he 
wishes he never answered 
the phone when the com¬ 
pany first called him about 
it. 

“One overriding fact is per¬ 
fectly clear: The Taj is quick¬ 
ly running out of money and 
will almost certainly close,” 
Icahn told the AP. “Repre- 
hensibly, the union, instead 
of working with, and trying 


to help, the company to 
keep the Taj alive, is instead 
doing everything to destroy 
the possibility of saving the 
jobs of over 3,000 employ¬ 
ees.” 

Union members said they 
will picket outside the casi¬ 
no on Friday night to protest 
a court-ordered termina¬ 
tion of employees’ health 
care and pension plans. 
Trump Entertainment has 
declined to comment. It 
had threatened to close 
the Taj Mahal on Nov. 13 if 
it didn't get a judge to free 
it from making health care 
and pension payments for 
the casino’s workers. It now 
promises to keep the ca¬ 
sino open at least through 
November. 

For decades Atlantic 
City enjoyed a monop¬ 
oly on gambling on the 
East Coast. But as casinos 
popped up in neighbor¬ 
ing states, gamblers found 
they no longer needed to 
drive or ride buses to New 
Jersey to play the slots or 
table games. Atlantic City’s 
casino revenue has fallen 
from $5.2 billion in 2006 to 
$2.86 billion last year, and it 
will be considerably less this 


cent to 18 percent — slow¬ 
er growth than the prior- 
year holiday quarter when 
sales rose 20 percent. □ 


year with the closures of at 
least a third of its casinos. 
Trump Entertainment Re¬ 
sorts acknowledges its fi¬ 
nances are dire but says it 
is doing everything it can 
to preserve the Taj Mahal 
and the jobs. It previously 
warned it was in danger 
of running out of money 
in early December, before 
it got a bankruptcy court 
judge to cancel its con¬ 
tract with Local 54 of the 
Unite-HERE casino workers’ 
union. The move saves the 
company $14.6 million a 
year. Icahn also owns At¬ 
lantic City's Tropicana Ca¬ 
sino and Resort, which he 
bought out of bankruptcy 
in 2010. He said he was ap¬ 
proached by Trump Enter¬ 
tainment about canceling 
the $286 million in compa¬ 
ny debt he owns and con¬ 
verting that into ownership 
of the Taj Mahal. The plan 
involves him investing $100 
million into the casino but 
only if the union contract is 
canceled and if the state 
contributes $175 million in 
aid — a request already 
rejected by state Senate 
President Steve Sweeney. 
□ 
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US Financial Front: 


American jobless aid applications rise to 283,000 


C. S. RUGABER 

AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of people apply¬ 
ing for U.S. unemployment 
benefits rose last week after 
falling to a 14-year low the 
previous week. Despite the 
increase, weekly applica¬ 
tions remain at historically 
low levels that suggest hir¬ 
ing is gaining steam. 
Applications rose 17,000 
last week to a seasonally 
adjusted 283,000, the Labor 
Department said Thursday. 

That is the sixth straight 
reading below 300,000. 
Applications have fallen 19 
percent in the past year. 
The figures indicate that 
recent signs of slowing 
growth overseas and last 
week’s financial market 
volatility haven't spooked 
employers. Most appear 
confident enough to hold 
onto their staffs. 

“More encouraging news 
on the U.S. job front," said 
Jennifer Lee, an econo¬ 


mist at BMO Capital Mar¬ 
kets. The report “shows that 
job creation continued to 
forge ahead in October." 
Applications are a proxy 
for layoffs. 

The four-week average, a 
less volatile measure, de¬ 
clined 3,000 to 281,000, 
the lowest in 14 years. As a 
percentage of the working 
population, applications 
are near their lowest levels 
since the early 1970s. 

Fewer people are continu¬ 
ing to receive benefits as 
well. The number of unem¬ 
ployment aid recipients 
dropped 38,000 to 2.35 
million in the week ended 
Oct. 11, according to the 
latest data available. 
Joseph LaVorgna, an 
economist at Deutsche 
Bank, estimates that the 
current level of applica¬ 
tions points to average 
monthly job gains of above 
250,000. 

U.S. businesses have al¬ 
ready been hiring workers 


Job seekers Madelin Garcia, right, and Noharis Nunez fill out a job applications at a job fair in 
Miami Lakes, Fla. The U.S. Labor Department reported on the number of people who applied for 
unemployment benefits last week on Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 

at a healthy pace. Em- showing since April 2006. has fallen to 5.9 percent, a 
ployers have added an Th© unemployment rate six-year low. Q 
average of 227,000 jobs a 
month this year. 

That’s up from an average 
of 194,000 last year. The 
economy has gained 2.64 
million jobs in the past 12 
months, the best annual 


Gauge of US economy posts solid 0.8% gain 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 

AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
gauge designed to pre¬ 
dict the economy’s future 
health posted a solid in¬ 
crease in September af¬ 
ter no gain in the previous 
month. 

The Conference Board said 
Thursday that its index of 
leading indicators rose 0.8 
percent last month follow¬ 
ing a flat reading in August 
which originally had been 
reported as a small 0.2 per¬ 
cent gain. 

It was the best showing 
since a 1.1 percent ad¬ 
vance in July. 

Economists expect that 
continuing strong gains in 
employment should boost 


incomes and help support 
solid economic growth in 
the United States in coming 
quarters despite a weaker 
outlook overseas. 

“The financial markets are 
reflecting turmoil and un¬ 
ease, but the data on the 
leading indicators con¬ 
tinue to suggest moderate 
growth in the short-term,” 
said Conference Board 
economist Ken Goldstein. 
He said weak advances 
in the housing market re¬ 
mained a bigger risk to the 
economy's performance 
than the recent financial 
market gyrations. 

The economy grew at a 
4.6 percent annual rate 
in the April-June quarter, 
a solid rebound after a 


sharp contraction caused 
by a harsh winter in the first 
three months of the year. 
Economists say the econ¬ 
omy grew at a healthy 
pace of around 3 percent 
in the just-completed July- 
September quarter and will 
post a similar growth rate 
in the final three months of 
this year. 

The leading index is com¬ 
posed of 10 forward-point¬ 
ing indicators. Nine of 
the 10 indicators showed 
strength in September with 
the biggest positive contri¬ 
bution coming from a fa¬ 
vorable spread of low inter¬ 
est rates. The only negative 
was average consumer 
expectations for busi¬ 
ness conditionsO 
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AP News Analysis: 

Republicans hope Obama is key to Senate control 


DAVID ESPO 

AP Special Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Dem¬ 
ocrats are casting a wide 
net in their struggle to pre¬ 
serve their Senate majority, 
attacking Republicans on 
different issues in a state-by¬ 


state strategy to energize 
core voters. The Republi¬ 
cans have a one-size fits-all 
counter-argument: Barack 
Obama, a two-term presi¬ 
dent they’ve turned into a 
political punching bag. 
Nationally, Republicans 
must gain six seats to win 
Senate control in the Nov. 
4 election. With the party 
virtually certain to retain its 
majority in the House, Sen¬ 
ate control would give Re¬ 
publicans huge power to 
thwart Obama's legislative 
agenda for the final two 
years of his term. 


The most competitive Sen¬ 
ate races, many in states 
where Obama lost in 2012, 
remain tight enough in the 
polls to leave the outcome 
in doubt after months of 
campaigning, a mid-Oc¬ 
tober debate season and 


millions of dollars in attack 
ads. As a result, it appears 
that Democratic hopes for 
maintaining Senate con¬ 
trol hinge on overcom¬ 
ing Obama's general un¬ 
popularity with a targeted 
get-out-the-vote program 
to boost turnout among 
blacks, young voters and 
women in key states. 
Among them are Alaska, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, New 
Hampshire, North Caro¬ 
lina and Colorado, a state 
where Hispanic voters will 
be particularly important. 


Though Obama is less than 
two years removed from 
winning his second term, his 
campaign efforts this year 
are largely confined to 
fundraisers from which the 
news media are barred — 
a step that ensures nervous 


candidates won’t be pho¬ 
tographed by his side. 

But in the key states. Re¬ 
publican candidates have 
focused intensely on tying 
their opponents to the un¬ 
popular president. 

“Mark Begich is with 
Obama. I’m with you,” Re¬ 
publican challenger Dan 
Sullivan of Alaska says in his 
newest television commer¬ 
cial in one of several close 
race in red states that de¬ 
fine the nation's battle for 
Senate control. 

In Kentucky, Senate Repub¬ 
lican Leader Mitch McCon¬ 


nell, plagued by his own 
poor approval ratings, has 
said much the same thing 
for months. His opponent, 
Alison Lundergan Grimes 
won’t disclose if she voted 
for a president whose nomi¬ 
nating convention she at¬ 


tended two years ago. At 
a debate last week, the 
secretary of state wrapped 
her refusal in lofty principle, 
citing a “constitutional right 
for privacy at the ballot 
box.” After remaining off 
television for more than a 
week. Democrats say they 
will make one final advertis¬ 
ing push on Grimes’ behalf. 
But Republicans sound in¬ 
creasingly confident that 
McConnell will win a sixth 
term, and nearly all public 
polls suggest the same. 
There is evidence of a po¬ 
tent effort by Democrats 


to expand the customary 
midterm electorate. Arkan¬ 
sas reports 131,000 newly 
registered voters this year, 
and there are more than 
that in Georgia, the state 
where Democratic hopes 
of picking up a Republican 
seat are strongest. 

Robert McLarty, in charge 
of the Democratic get-out- 
the-vote effort in Arkansas, 
says new voters are heavily 
black, young and female. 
“These folks have probably 
not been surveyed” by poll¬ 
sters whose work points to a 
victory for Republican Tom 
Cotton, he added. 

Yet Republicans say they, 
too, have spent months on 
turnout. “Our entire effort is 
now focused on low-pro¬ 
pensity voters," said Sean 
Spicer of the Republican 
National Committee, refer¬ 
ring to people who either 
do not generally vote or do 
not usually support Republi¬ 
can candidates. 

Other Republicans express 
skepticism at the Demo¬ 
cratic claims. 

“It’s not like the Democrats 
get to operate in a vacu¬ 
um. We get to run a cam¬ 
paign, too,” says Justin Bra- 
sell, campaign manager 
for Cotton. 

Cotton, a first-term con¬ 
gressman is challenging 
Sen. Mark Pryor, who won 
six years ago without Re¬ 
publican opposition. Now, 
Cotton says Pryor “votes 
93 percent of fhe time with 
Barack Obama. I don’t 
know many Arkansans who 
think that Barack Obama 
is right 93 percent of the 
time.” 

It’s a safe bet in a state 
where Obama won 37 per¬ 
cent of the vote in 2012. 

In Colorado, Sen. Mark 
Udall stayed in Washing¬ 
ton this year when Obama 
went to the state to raise 
campaign funds. 



Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky„ right, and his Democratic Senate opponent, Kentucky Secretary of State Alison 
Lundergan Grimes, rehearsed with host Bill Goodman before their appearance on “Kentucky Tonight” television broadcast live from 
KET studios in Lexington, Ky. Struggling to preserve their Senate majority. Democrats are attacking Republicans over Medicare and 
Social Security in Louisiana, spending cuts in Arkansas, off-shore jobs in New Hampshire and women’s issues in Colorado. 

(AP Photo/The Lexington Herald-Leader, Pablo Alcala) 
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Coalition airstrikes in Syria killed over 500 



Thick smoke and flames from an airstrike by the U.S.-led coalition rise in Kobani, Syria, as seen 
from a hilltop on the outskirts of Suruc, at the Turkey-Syria border. Kobani, also known as Ayn Arab, 
and its surrounding areas, has been under assault by extremists of the Islamic State group since 
mid-September and is being defended by Kurdish fighters. 

(AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis) 


AP Interview: 
Libya FM wants 
Tripoli talks 

ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Libya’s new¬ 
ly appointed foreign min¬ 
ister said Thursday that he 
hopes to see a negotiated 
solution to the standoff in 
the capital, Tripoli, where 
Islamist-allied militias have 
taken over the city and 
forced out the elected 
lawmakers. The dramatic 
developments have fur¬ 
ther mired Libya in its worst 
turmoil since Moammar 
Gadhafi’s ouster in 2011, 
with the country deeply 
fractured and having two 
rival governments and 
parliaments. Foreign Min¬ 
ister Mohamed Dayri, who 
assumed his post in late 
September, said he hopes 
mediation efforts by U.N. 
special representative, 
Bernardino Leon, would 
produce a political power¬ 
sharing agreement. 

The deal would demilitarize 
the capital and allow Day- 
ri's internationally recog¬ 
nized government to be¬ 
gin functioning normally, 
he said. “We are seeking 
a settlement," Dayri told 
The Associated Press at 
his family’s home in Cairo. 
“The political track should 
be enough to bring us 
back to Tripoli.” 

However, he was less opti¬ 
mistic on Benghazi, where 
a different set of Islamist 
militias have taken control 
since August. 

The militias there have been 
implicated in a series of as¬ 
sassinations and attacks 
on journalists, activists, and 
security forces. One of the 
main Benghazi-based mili¬ 
tias, Ansar al-Shariah, is im¬ 
plicated in the deadly Sep¬ 
tember 2012 assault on the 
U.S. Consulate that left four 
Americans dead, includ¬ 
ing U.S. Ambassador Chris 
Stevens. □ 


ELENA BECATOROS 
BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
MURSITPINAR, Turkey (AP) 

— U.S.-led coalition air- 
strikes in Syria have killed 
more than 500 people 
since they began last 
month, mainly Islamic mili¬ 
tants, activists said Thurs¬ 
day, as fighting flared yet 
again in the northern Syr¬ 
ian border town of Kobani. 
Despite the large death 
toll and international in¬ 
tervention to aid Kurdish 
forces fighting to defend 
Kobani, Islamic State forc¬ 
es on Thursday seized a hill¬ 
top overlooking the town 
along the Syria-Turkey bor¬ 
der, activist said. 

To aid their brethren, Iraqi 
Kurds pledged to send 
dozens of fighters over 
the coming days to battle 
alongside Syrian Kurdish 
forces in Kobani. 

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights, which has a net¬ 
work of activists on the 
ground, said 553 people 
have been killed in airstrikes 
since they began Sept. 23, 
including 32 civilians. The 
civilians included six chil¬ 
dren and five women. The 
group said it documented 
464 deaths among fighters 
of the Islamic State group 
but said the number could 
be much higher. Also, 57 
fighters from the al-Qaida- 
linked Nusra Front were 
killed in airstrikes elsewhere 
in northern Syria, the Ob¬ 
servatory said. 

Many of the Islamic State 
fighters died in the battle 
for Kobani, which the mili¬ 
tants have been trying to 
seize since mid-Septem¬ 
ber. The IS group also cap¬ 
tured dozens of surround¬ 
ing Kurdish villages, com¬ 
pelling more than 200,000 
people to flee to neighbor¬ 
ing Turkey. 


Earlier this week, the U.S. 
Central Command said its 
forces conducted more 
than 135 airstrikes against 
the militants in and around 
Kobani, killing hundreds of 
fighters. 

“Combined with contin¬ 
ued resistance to ISIL on 
the ground, indications 
are that these strikes have 
slowed ISIL advances into 
the city, killed hundreds of 
their fighters and destroyed 
or damaged scores of 
pieces of ISIL combat 
equipment and fighting 
positions,” Central Com¬ 
mand said in a statement, 
using one of the acronyms 
for the militant group. 

In northern Iraq, Fuad Hus¬ 
sein, the chief of staff for 
the Kurdish regional Presi¬ 
dent Massoud Barzani, told 
The Associated Press that 
the largely-autonomous 
Iraqi Kurdish government 
would send some 150 pesh- 
merga fighters to Kobani 


through Turkey to support 
Syrian Kurds there. 

Hussein said they would 
take light weapons and 
rocket-propelled gre¬ 
nades, and in a response 
to Turkish concerns about 
armed Kurds on their terri¬ 
tory, said the peshmerga 
would bring the weapons 
back once they returned. 
“The fight in Kobani is very 
important to us,” he said. 
“We are fighting the same 
enemy.” On the Turkish side 
of the border, heavy ma¬ 
chine gun fire was heard 
on Thursday coming from 
Kobani, also known as Ayn 
Arab in Arabic. The clashes 
were some of the fierc¬ 
est since the battle for the 
town began, Kurdish activ¬ 
ist Farhad Shami said over 
the phone. Speaking from 
the area, he said the Islam¬ 
ic State group launched 
an attack from three fronts 
late Wednesday. 

By Thursday, the militants 


captured the Tel Shair hill 
that overlooks parts of Ko¬ 
bani, closing in on the town 
from the west, the Obser¬ 
vatory reported. 

Shami said the Kurdish fight¬ 
ers had withdrawn from the 
area. The Observatory said 
Islamic State fighters were 
also trying to advance 
from the eastern side of 
the town. Capturing Ko¬ 
bani would give the Islamic 
State group, which already 
rules a huge stretch of terri¬ 
tory spanning the Syria-lraq 
border, a direct link be¬ 
tween the Syrian province 
of Aleppo and its strong¬ 
hold of Raqqa, to the east. 
NATO’s supreme military 
commander, U.S. Air Force 
Gen. Philip Breedlove, said 
in Turkey on Thursday that 
the alliance was ready 
to come to Turkey’s de¬ 
fense if the situation on its 
border deteriorated and 
it sought help from the 
organizationO 
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Eurozone survey rise does not ease recession fear 


From left, France's Finance Minister Michel Sapin, German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble, 
France's Economy Minister Emmanuel Macron and German Economy and Energy Minister Sigmar 
Gabriel pose for media prior to a news conference after a meeting at the finance ministry in Ber¬ 
lin. The heads of major international economic organizations are discussing the global economy 
following turmoil in financial markets this week and worries about another recession in Europe. 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 


PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A stron¬ 
ger than anticipated eco¬ 
nomic survey Thursday 
failed to inspire much op¬ 
timism that the recovery in 
the 18-country eurozone 
and of France in particu¬ 
lar would be anything but 
muted. 

A broad survey of activity 
in the manufacturing and 
services sectors by finan¬ 
cial information company 
Markit rose unexpectedly 
in October. However, the 
survey still pointed to mod¬ 
est growth, a conclusion 
that also lay at the heart 
of another gloomy assess¬ 
ment of the eurozone by 
credit rating agency Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s. 

“We believe that the euro¬ 
zone’s problems are still un¬ 
resolved," said Standard & 
Poor's credit analyst Moritz 
Kraemer. 

Since the summer of 2012, 
when European Cen¬ 
tral Bank President Mario 
Draghi said the bank would 
do “whatever it takes” to 
save the euro, a sense of 
calm has come over mar¬ 
kets. Over recent months, 


however, concerns have 
mounted over the region's 
paltry levels of economic 
growth. 

Markit said its composite 
purchasing managers' in¬ 
dex for the eurozone — a 
gauge of business activ¬ 


ity across manufacturing 
and services — rose to 52.2 
points in October from 52.0 
in September. Anything 
above 50 indicates expan¬ 
sion. Timo del Carpio, Eu¬ 
ropean economist at RBC 
Capital Market, said there 
was nothing to suggest the 


recovery will be anything 
but “a sluggish and fragile 
affair.” 

The overall increase in Thurs¬ 
day's survey was largely 
due to an improvement in 
Germany, particularly its 
manufacturing sector. Ger¬ 
many's advance helped 


camouflage the problems 
afflicting France. Busi¬ 
ness activity in Europe's 
second-largest economy 
fell for a sixth successive 
month and deteriorated at 
the fastest rate since Feb¬ 
ruary. 

“While the survey suggests 
the euro area has so far 
avoided a slide back into 
recession this year, a re¬ 
newed downturn cannot 
be ruled out,” said Chris 
Williamson, Markit's chief 
economist. “Growth is so 
anemic that increasing 
numbers of companies are 
being forced into laying 
off staff and slashing prices 
in an attempt to cut costs 
and boost sales through 
discounting.” 

Figures next month are 
expected to show the eu¬ 
rozone grew modestly in 
the third quarter after re¬ 
cording no growth in the 
second. Again, Germany 
is expected to be the main 
reason behind the overall 
advance. 

In a report, S&P said it 
stood by its assessment of 
a year ago thaf fhe eu¬ 
rozone’s underlying prob¬ 
lems — largely relating to 
debt — have not been 
dealt with.Q 


North Korea: 

Foreign tourists to be barred over Ebola fears 


CHOE SANG-HUN 
© 2014 New York Times 

SEOUL, South Korea - North 
Korea has announced it 
will not accept any foreign 
tourists beginning Friday 
because of fears of the 
Ebola virus, three agen¬ 
cies that take tourists to the 
isolated country said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The news came as the 
country said it was step¬ 
ping up inspections and 
quarantine measures at its 
main airport, borders and 
ports to guard against the 
spread of fhe deadly virus, 
which has killed thousands 
of people in the latest out¬ 
break. 

“Three days ago, they said 
that anybody who’s been 
to West Africa would have 
fo provide a doctor’s certifi¬ 
cate stating that they don’t 
have Ebola," said Gareth 
Johnson of Young Pioneer 


Tours, a travel operator 
based in China. “And then 
today, they just said no for¬ 
eign tourists at all.” 

Johnson said that he had 
received the notice from 
his North Korean partners 
and that one of his tour 
guides who was visiting the 
North with a group of for¬ 
eign tourists had also con¬ 
firmed if through the au¬ 
thorities there. Johnson said 
his company had to can¬ 
cel its plans to take a group 
of 20 tourists to the North on 
Monday. 

He said the ban on entry 
for foreign tourists applied 
to all of North Korea. John¬ 
son called it a “complete 
blanket ban,” regardless of 
a foreign tourist’s origin. 
David Thompson of Juche 
Travel Services in London 
said his company was con¬ 
tacting all customers who 
have booked North Korean 


tours in the coming months. 
“At the moment, we do not 
know when the country will 
reopen its border to tour¬ 
ism,” he said. 

Nick Bonner at Koryo Tours, 
another China-based 
company that offers tours 
to North Korea, confirmed 
the ban but said it was still 
unclear whether North Ko¬ 
rea was trying to ban all 
tourists or only those from 
regions fhaf have had an 
Ebola outbreak. 

Both Johnson and Bonner 
said they were not sure 
whether the ban would 
also affect foreign diplo¬ 
mats or businesspeople. 

An official at the Beijing of¬ 
fice of Air Koryo, the North 
Korean state airline, said 
no flights to the capital, 
Pyongyang, had been 
canceled, indicating that 
nontourist visitors would still 
be allowed to enter. □ 
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EU reaches deal to cut greenhouse gas emissions 


MIKE CORDER 
MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union leaders agreed early 
Friday to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions in the 28-na¬ 
tion bloc to at least 40 per¬ 
cent below 1990 levels by 
2030. 

The deal was aimed at 
countering climate change 
and setting an example for 
the rest of the world ahead 
of key international climate 
negotiations next year. 

A package agreed by 
leaders at an EU summit 
in the early hours of Fri¬ 
day after lengthy negotia¬ 
tions also requires climate- 
friendly, renewable energy 
to provide at least 27 per¬ 


cent of the bloc’s needs 
and demands that energy 
efficiency increase by at 
least 27 percent in the next 
16 years. 

“It was not easy, not at all, 
but we managed to reach 
a fair decision,” said Eu¬ 
ropean Council President 
Herman Van Rompuy. “It 
sets Europe on an ambi¬ 
tious yet cost-effective cli¬ 
mate and energy path.” 
The decision makes 
the EU the first major econ¬ 
omy to set post-2020 emis¬ 
sions targets ahead of a 
global climate pact that is 
supposed to be adopted 
next year in Paris. Other 
countries including the 
U.S. and China are bound 
to be measured against 


Poll: 

Rousseff takes lead in 
Brazil race 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

Brazilian President Dilma 
Rousseff has pulled ahead 
of her rival and taken a 
six-point lead just days be¬ 
fore Sunday’s presidential 
vote, according to a poll 
released Thursday. 

A series of recent surveys 
had indicated that Rous¬ 
seff, whose left-leaning 
Workers’ Party has gov¬ 
erned Brazil the past 12 
years, was nosing into the 
lead in recent days, but 
Thursday’s poll was the first 
to give her a lead greater 
than the margin of error. 
The survey, 

by the respected Data- 
folha agency, said 53 per¬ 
cent of those polled gave 
support to Rousseff, com¬ 
pared with 47 percent for 
center-right candidate 
Aecio Neves. Datafolha 
surveyed 9,910 people on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
and the margin of error 
was plus or minus two per¬ 


centage points. 

Both candidates made 
campaign stops in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil’s second 
largest city, on Thursday. 
Neves met with Rio Arch¬ 
bishop Dom Orani Tem- 
pesta before giving a news 
conference in the city, and 
Rousseff was also expect¬ 
ed to hold a news confer¬ 
ence. 

The two are to face off in 
the campaign’s last de¬ 
bate Friday evening on Rio- 
based broadcaster Globo 
television in what has been 
the most unpredictable, 
hotly contested and hard- 
to-call presidential election 
in Brazil in decades. 

Both candidates have zig¬ 
zagged across the conti¬ 
nent-sized nation, cover¬ 
ing thousands of kilometers 
(miles) in recent days in 
their bid to win over unde¬ 
cided voters, who analysts 
say may hold the key to the 
raceO 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel speaks during a media 
conference at an EU summit in Brussels, on Friday, Oct. 24, 2014. 
European Union leaders agreed early Friday to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions in the 28-nation bloc to at least 40 percent below 
1990 levels by 2030. 


theEU goals as they present 
their own emissions targets. 
The EU pledges will car¬ 
ry weight because they 
come from an economic 
powerhouse. The com¬ 
bined Gross Domestic Prod¬ 
uct of EU member states is 
larger than that of the Unit¬ 
ed States, which has the 
greatest GDP of any single 
nation. The bloc says it is 
responsible for less than 10 


(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 

percent of greenhouse gas 
emissions worldwide. 

EU leaders also pledged 
to increase the amount of 
energy countries can trade 
with one another—a move 
pushed for by Spain and 
Portugal, which want to be 
able to sell renewable en¬ 
ergy they generate. 

Van Rompuy said that 
countries should be able to 
import or export 15 percent 


of their power by 2030, say¬ 
ing the move would help 
match energy supply and 
demand across borders. 
“This agreement keeps 
Europe firmly in the driv¬ 
ing seat in international 
climate talks ahead of the 
Paris summit next year," 
saidEU Commission Presi¬ 
dent Jose Manuel Barroso 
said.v But environmental 
activists said it fell short of 
what the 28-nation bloc 
should have done. 

“The global fight against 
climate change needs 
radical shock treatment, 
but what the EU is offer¬ 
ing is at best a whiff of 
smelling salts," said Green¬ 
peace EU managing di¬ 
rector Mahi Sideridou. 
Natalia Alonso, Oxfam's 
Deputy Director of Advo¬ 
cacy and Campaigns, 
called the targets wel¬ 
come “but only a first step, 
which falls far too short of 
what the EU needs to do 
to pull its weight in the fight 
against climate change.” 
The pact came after strong 
opposition from Poland 
and other poorer and de¬ 
veloping eastern European 
nations. □ 
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Hours are from: 
5:30p.m. till 7:00p. 
Telk: 586-6172 


Choose one 

* Stuffed Avocado 

* Escorgot Bourguignon 
* Fruits of the Seven Seas 

* Choice of Soup 


5 : 30 , 


Choose one 

* Breaded Grouper 

Topped with coconut shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

* Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

* Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 


* Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of linguini pasta 


UeMenlb 

Dessert, Coffee 
or Tea 

































FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 


EWORLD NEWS 



IS said to use chlorine gas against Iraqi police officers 


KIRK SEMPLE 
ERIC SCHMITT 
©2014 New York Times 
BAGHDAD - U.S. security 
officials said Thursday that 
they were looking into a 
new report that Islamic 
State militants had used 
chlorine gas as a weapon 
against Iraqi police offi¬ 
cers lasf month near Balad, 
north of Baghdad. 
According to the accounts 
of fhe officers, fighfers for 
the Islamic State set off an 
explosive that unleashed a 
mass of yellow smoke thaf 
hung close to the ground, 
The Washington Post re¬ 


ported. The Post said hos¬ 
pital officials who treated 
the men, as well as an un¬ 
named Iraqi Defense Min¬ 
istry official, confirmed the 
men’s suspicion that chlo¬ 
rine gas had been used 
against them. Eleven offi¬ 
cers were made ill, though 
all survived. 

Unconfirmed reports of im¬ 
provised bombs made with 
chlorine gas and used by 
militants have arisen from 
time to time since Islamic 
State began seizing territory 
in Iraq at the beginning of 
the year, raising concerns 
that Iraq’s old chemical 


weapons stores had fallen 
into the militants’ hands. 

A spokesman for the Na¬ 
tional Security Council, 
Alistair Baskey, said U.S. of¬ 
ficials were examining the 
new report. 

“We continue to take all al¬ 
legations of CW use - and 
in particular these recent 
allegations regarding the 
use of chlorine as a chemi¬ 
cal weapon - very serious¬ 
ly," he said. “We are aware 
of the reports but cannot 
confirm defails and are 
seeking additional informa¬ 
tion. The use of chlorine as a 
chemical weapon is an ab¬ 


horrent act. These recent 
allegations underscore the 
importance of our work to 
eliminate chemical weap¬ 
ons in this volatile region.” 
The Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons noted in Septem¬ 
ber that chlorine gas was 
being used in parts of fhe 
conflict in Syria, where the 
Islamic State is also fighting. 
The United States has attrib¬ 
uted those attacks to the 
government of President 
Bashar Assad. 

If the new report is con¬ 
firmed, the use of chlorine 
gas by Islamic State would 


be the latest iteration of a 
weapon that has been em¬ 
ployed by Iraq’s Sunni mili¬ 
tants since the years after 
the U.S. invasion in 2003. 
During the 2000s, the 
weapons were used inter¬ 
mittently in attacks against 
U.S. and Iraqi forces and 
against civilians. 

In early 2007, there ap¬ 
peared to be a flurry of 
such affacks, mainly in An- 
bar province, where U.S. 
and Iraqi forces were trying 
to wrest control of territory 
from al-Qaida in Iraq, also 
known as al-Qaida in Mes¬ 
opotamia. 


UN urges 

MICHAEL FORSYTHE 
© 2014 New York Times 
HONG KONG - The U N. 

Human Rights Committee 
urged China on Thursday 
to allow elections in Hong 
Kong without restrictions on 
who can run as a candi¬ 
date. The move appeared 
likely to draw strong criti¬ 
cism from Beijing, where of¬ 
ficials decided in August to 
set strict guidelines for the 
2017 election of fhe cify’s 
nexf leader, prompting 
mass sit-in protests. 

The 18-member panel in 
Geneva said Hong Kong 
needed to do more to en¬ 
sure that its people have 
not only the right to vote 
but also the right to run for 
office. 

“Hong Kong China should 
take all necessary mea¬ 
sures to implement univer¬ 
sal and equal suffrage in 
conformity with the cove¬ 
nant, as a matter of priority 
for all future elections,” Cor¬ 
nells Flinterman, a member 


China to allow free elections in Hong Kong 



A protester bleeds from his face as he tries to stop a group of taxi drivers from trying to remove the 
barricades, which are blocking off main roads, near a line of riot police at an occupied area, in 
the Mong Kok district of Hong Kong. 


of fhe rights panel from the 
Netherlands, said Thursday, 
referring to an internation¬ 


al agreement on political 
rights. 

The committee focused 


(AP Photo/Kin Cheung) 

on the Aug. 31 decision by 
China’s Communist Party- 
run legislature to adopt 


guidelines for fhe 2017 
election that would ef¬ 
fectively keep anyone not 
approved by Beijing from 
appearing on the ballot for 
chief executive, fhe city’s 
top post. 

Under the guidelines, 
candidates must get the 
approval of more than 
half the members of a 
1,200-person nominating 
commitfee, which includes 
many of Hong Kong's pro- 
Beijing tycoons as well as 
representatives of other 
social groups friendly to 
the central government. 
The city, Asia’s most impor¬ 
tant financial center, was 
transferred from British to 
Chinese rule in 1997, and 
its legal and administra¬ 
tive system is separate from 
that of the rest of China. 
Yuval Shany, a member of 
the rights panel from Israel, 
said the nominating com¬ 
mittee was “not fully repre¬ 
sentative of the Hong Kong 
population.” 


Boko Haram abducts more women despite cease-fire 


ADAM NOSSITER 
© 2014 New York Times 

DAKAR, Senegal - Scores of 
young women have been 
kidnapped in new abduc¬ 
tions by Islamist militants in 
Nigeria, according to local 
journalists, a Roman Cath¬ 
olic bishop and news re¬ 
ports, indicating that Boko 
Haram’s campaign of vio¬ 
lence is continuing despite 
official reports of a cease¬ 
fire with the group. 

The kidnappings took place 


Saturday in a mountain vil¬ 
lage near the border with 
Cameroon, a Boko Haram 
stronghold, said Bishop Ste¬ 
phen Mamza, who is from 
fhe area buf now officiates 
in the state capital, Yola. 
The bishop described a 
situation much like the one 
in April when more than 
200 schoolgirls were taken 
from Chibok in neighboring 
Borno state, a kidnapping 
that attracted worldwide 
attention. 


The fate of those girls still 
seems unresolved, despite 
government claims that a 
deal for their release is in 
the works. 

In the latest kidnapping, 
residents told the bishop 
that scores of gunmen on 
motorcycles stormed their 
village, Garta, on Satur¬ 
day. Boko Haram has oper¬ 
ated with near impunity for 
months in the mountainous 
region, with occasional re¬ 
prisals from Nigeria’s mili¬ 


tary. 

The gunmen torched 
houses in the village, slit 
the throats of four men 
and went house-to-house 
searching for young wom¬ 
en, eventually taking away 
around 60, according to 
the bishop and local news 
reports. 

“Those who were ab¬ 
ducted are from my 
hometown,” Mamza said 
by phone Thursday. “Of 
course it is credible. This is 


actually what is happening 
on a daily basis, only it is not 
reported." 

The bishop said most of 
those abducted by the Is¬ 
lamists were Christians. 

Last week, government 
and military officials were 
quoted in the Nigerian 
media as saying that a 
cease-fire deal had been 
struck with the militants, as 
well as one for the release 
of the girls abducted from 
Chibok. 













At the Marriott Resort: 


Mr. & Mrs. Conti Renew Their Vows on Aruba 


PALM BEACH - Mr. Frank & 
Mrs. Joanne Conti are resi¬ 
dents of North Fork of Long 
Island, New York and are 
loyal visitors of Aruba for 15 
years. The couple first vis¬ 
ited the island back in 1999 
for their honeymoon and 
have been coming back 
ever since. Aruba became 
their second home and 
special place to celebrate 
their anniversary with fam¬ 
ily and friends. The couple 
had celebrated their 10th 
anniversary with a renewal 
on the beach at the Aruba 
Marriott and returned to 
Aruba this year to renew 
their vows for their 15th an¬ 
niversary. Their ceremony 
was held at the Marriott 
Ocean Club in front of 30 
family members and close 
friends followed with an 
intimate reception at the 
H20asis Adult Pool. 

“Aruba is our home away 
from home. We love if so 
much fhaf we boughf a lot 
of Marriott timeshares so 
we can share this happy 
island with all of our family 
friends while creating long 
lasting memories”, Mrs. 
Joanne Conti shared. 



On behalf of the Aruba 
Marriott, we would like to 
congratulate Mr. & Mrs. 
Conti on their 15th anniver¬ 
sary and wish the happy 
couple many more won¬ 


derful years. Also, the Aru¬ 
ba Marriott would like to 
thank Mr. & Mrs. Conti for 
their loyalty to the island of 
Aruba and fhe Aruba Mar- 
rioff. 
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Lunch & Dinner 


J. E 



Japanese and Chinese ResUurant 


Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


. Ira us quin Boulevard. 77, [ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Tonight at Bugaloe Beach Bar: 


Musical Star Jasper Taconis & Friends Perform Live! 


PALM BEACH - Bugaloe 
Beach Bar& Grill, located 
on the Palm Pier between 
Radisson Aruba Resort and 
Riu Palace Hotel is proud to 
present another amazing 


live music event this week¬ 
end! Come down to the 
best beach bar and enjoy 
a fun night under the Carib¬ 
bean sky, with perfect sun¬ 
set views and a delicious 


cocktail in hand! We prom¬ 
ise you do not want to miss 
this, so clear your schedule 
and we will see you tonight 
with the one and only mu¬ 
sical star: Jasper Taconis & 



America's FUNNIEST COMEDIANS NIGHTLY 

at Marriott Resort and Stellaris Casino! 






OCT 

27th 

to 

NOV 

17th 



RAY ELLIN 

Host of the New Gong Show 
Live, LateNet with Ray Ellin, 
Comedy Central 


CHUCK NICE 

VHI's Best Week Ever, 
NBC's The Today Show, HGTV, 
TRU TV's World's Dumbest 




LENNY MARCUS I MIKE VECCHIONE 


Late Show with David 
Letterman, Comedy Central, 
HBO, NBC, MTV 


The Tonight Show, 
NBC's Last Comic Standing, 
Comedy Central 


BRIAN SCOTT MCFADDEN 

Late Show with David 
Letterman, Late Late Show, 

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 


SHOWS 

NIGHTLY 



8:00 PM 


TONY WOODS 

Comedy Central, Last Comic 
Standing, Late Night with 
Conan O'Brien, HBO 



PREMIUM OPEN BAR available for only §20! 

$10 FREE Slot Play with every comedy ticket purchased! ID required • See rules at Casino 
Reserve tickets at any De Palm desk, thru your concierge, or by calling 520-6606 
SEATING FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE • SHOW INTENDED FOR MATURE AUDIENCES • LINE-UP SUBJECT TO CHANGE 




friends! 

Tonight, October 24thfrom 
8pm till closing time, Buga¬ 
loe will transform to Aruba's 
own little musical event 
stage. Jasper Taconis fa¬ 
mous from his leading roles 
in Dutch musicals like:“Mr. 
Jykell and Dr. Hyde” and 
“Chicago” will headline our 
great stage with his soulful 
voice, while local artists 
including BennyHolzken, 
Robin Pels, Vera Vos, Sola- 
ica Clarinda, and Cy-Anne 
Simons will get you danc¬ 


ing and swinging the night 
away. The entrance is 
completely free, as we wel¬ 
come you to an amazing 
night. Unable to join us for 
this fun, entertainment filled 
night? We will host another 
musical event November 
8th. Jasper Taconis& friends 
will then treat you to anoth¬ 
er unforgettable live music 
event! 

For more information about 
tonight's event, please visit: 
www.bugaloe.com; www. 
facebook.com/bugaloe 
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Loyal Visitors Honored at the Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 




l 


j 


PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great plea¬ 
sure of honoring a group 
of loyal and friendly Visi¬ 
tors of Aruba, at the Divi 
Phoenix Beach Resort, as 
Distinguished Visitors and 



Ambassadors of Goodwill. 
The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
10-to-19 and 20-or-more 
consecutive years. 


The honorees were Mr. 
Tom and Mrs. Sue Nappo 
from South Lyon, Michigan 
and Mrs. Daniele Rous¬ 
sel from Colchester, Ver¬ 
mont. All the honorees 
are loyal members of the 
Divi Phoenix and they love 


Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
climate, beaches, restau¬ 
rants, Casinos and Aruba 
feels like a second home, 
the people are like a family 
to them and the Divi Phoe¬ 
nix is their home away from 


home. The certificates 
were presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mrs. Avril, Mr. 
Carlos Werleman and Mr. 
Gerrit Griffith GM of the Divi 
Phoenix Resort. □ 



- a Free 

Alnambra T-Shirt 


„ n en you earn 

L500 Points today 
with your Alhambra 
Advantaqe Card ! 

Alhambra' F;rt may Jjs suhstiioreif fur t-shirt 


to film/ 

Open daily 10am to 4am * J.E. Jrausquin Blvtf #47 * 533.5000 * casinoalhambra.com 

b» ip Alhpnhi ildi ■*»mtfr4w. All irMriffii iM prwr H^iw irt t+ e Mpm w eiph Ritwi wilhiH wi*r iibK*. 


The Shops 

At Alhambra Casino 

Offering a wide variety d 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services. 
Souvenirs and mere. 


Baskin Rabbins - OunJtin Donuts 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez CafG ■ Subway ■ R Glass 
Shalom Body and Saul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse 
Hungry Piranha - Aruba Aloe 
Bfjouk Turner Boutique 
The Lazy Lizard * The Market 




CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Camacuri #10 
Tel: (297) 582-8600 
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Watersports Center 
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Rent a Car of Aruba 






www: id ruba.com 


BOOK NOW: (+297) 586-3735 


udgetYtrubi@setiinet.aw 
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CALL for more information 
about our Special Price 
Tel: 582-7800 


Aruba-Active- 

Tel (*a®5 506 G5B9 #*,] 


We will Juesrauuuully make, yojwr 
cud jiMt the, way ywuu Uhe it ... 


Located % mile past the Ritz Carlton Hotel 


(Blue trailers, colored flags) 


Enjoy the warm Caribbean breeze with the Schreiners at Bugaloe! 


PALM BEACH - Once again 
we are featuring two won¬ 
derful Bugaloe Guests of 
the Week! Jim and Con¬ 
nie Schreiner have been 
visiting Aruba for the last 
15 years and look forward 
to the moment they can 
step off the plane and into 
the warm Caribbean sand. 
They are quick to drop their 
bags at the Radisson and 
head down to Bugaloe, 
their favorite spot on the 
island for great food and 
even better memories. 

Jim and Connie are from 
Rochester, New York, but 
consider Aruba to be their 
vacation home away from 
home. The pair discovered 
Bugaloe during their first trip 
to the island and have re¬ 
mained faithful customers 
ever since! They mention 
their love of the staff, who 
make each and every dish 
and drink with care and 


serve it up with a heaping 
helping of comedic relief. 
There’s no better way to 
enjoy Jim and Connie's 
love of fun, sun, and great 
people than on Aruba. 
When they’re not enjoy¬ 
ing the warm Caribbean 
breeze on their adven¬ 
tures around the island 
the couple head to Buga¬ 
loe, where their favorite 
beach day snack remains 
a worldwide classic- piz¬ 
za! Washed down with a 
tasty Long Island Iced Tea 
the two have spent many 
happy evenings swapping 
stories and a few dirty jokes 
with other guests and the 
fun-loving staff members, 
who the couple mentions 
‘are absolutely hilarious!' 
Congrats to Jim and Con¬ 
nie Schreiner, who will 
hopefully be back in Aruba 
and perched at the Buga¬ 
loe bar soonO 
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Women’s Alpine World Cup Starts Without Favorite 


Mikaela Shiffrin of the U.S. stretches for the finish line on her second run in the women’s slalom event during the 2014 Winter Olympics at the Rosa Khutor Alpine Center 
in Krasnaya Polyana, Russia, Feb. 21, 2014. Shiffrin won the gold medal in the event. 

(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 


ERIC WILLEMSEN 
Associated Press 
SOELDEN, Austria (AP) — 

With four different winners 
over the past four years, 
the women’s Alpine skiing 


World Cup lacks a clear fa¬ 
vorite for the overall title just 
before the start of the new 
season. 

Lindsey Vonn and Maria 
Hoefl-Riesch used to be 


safe bets for the top two 
spots. But the American, 
who won her fourth and 
most recent title in 2012, is 
coming off a serious injury 
and is expected to com¬ 


pete in a reduced number 
of races. Germany’s Hoefl- 
Riesch, who was the 2011 
champion, has retired. 
Defending champion 
Anna Fenninger of Austria is 


likely to face stiff competi¬ 
tion again from the likes of 
Lara Gut, Tina Weirather 
and Tina Maze. 

Continued on Page 18 


Compton Among Early Leaders at McGladrey Classic 

Page 19 
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Bird Dinner 


Wednesday 

Surf & Turf Dinner 


IntarnalEonol Culiln* wHh lh« Beit Vlim on Hie Island 
Thursday Sunday 

a la Carte A la Corfe Sunday Brunch I 

(All You Con Tasle Might 11 om - 3 pm 


$33,95 p.p *$55 p.p 


“$42 pjs 


Open from; 

Monday to Saturday 
1 lqm - 10pm 
Sundays 

Mom-3pm 

CayDdi Solo ID. Nodd. 
w^jw¥T*idoW,egin 


Mo Sorvtad 




far reservation! caff 536 - 7800 


Women’s Alpine World Cup Starts Without Favorite 


Continued from Page 17 


Beaver Creek, Colorado, in really looking forward to it. compared to Fenninger’s 
February. Only doing training runs for f° ur ' but finished third 



Maria Hoefl-Riesch of Germany competes in the first run of the women’s slalom event during the 2014 Winter Olympics at the Rosa 
Khutor Alpine Center in Krasnaya Polyana, Russia, Feb. 21, 2014. 


And perhaps even from 
American slalom standout 
Mikaela Shiffrin, who aims 
to become more of an all- 
around skier. 

“I have raised the bar for 
myself. Many people be¬ 
lieve I can just repeat it 
but it isn’t that easy," Fen- 
ninger said Thursday, two 
days before a giant slalom 
on the Rettenbach glacier 
opens a season that will be 
highlighted by the world 
championships in Vail and 


In a dramatic finish to last 
season, Fenninger de¬ 
feated Floefl-Riesch, who 
crashed and injured her¬ 
self in the final downhill, to 
secure Austria’s first overall 
title since Nicole Flosp in 
2007. Fenninger also won 
the GS title. 

“I have to put last year be¬ 
hind me,” she said. “I can 
only benefit from experi¬ 
ence, not from the suc¬ 
cesses. My feeling for the 
new season is good. I am 


so long gets boring.” 
Besides Vonn and Floefl-Ri¬ 
esch, Liechtenstein’s Wei- 
rather was another racer 
whose title hopes were de¬ 
railed by injury. Weirather 
was second in the overall 
standings before a season¬ 
ending crash in training 
on the Olympic downhill 
course in Sochi in February. 
Meanwhile, the racer with 
the most wins last season 
was Gut. The Swiss skier 
placed first in seven races 


(Doug Mills/The New York Times) 

overall behind the Austrian 
and Hoefl-Riesch. She did 
take the globe for best su- 
per-G racer, though. 

Gut, who got her cam¬ 
paign started with a win in 
Soelden, said she needed 
to improve on consistency. 
In GS, she had three po¬ 
dium finishes and a fifth 
place but failed to finish 
the four other races. 

“Those were mistakes, it’s 
as easy as that,” Gut said. 
“You have to race at your 


limits if you want to win. The 
difference between the 
best time and not finishing 
is small. If I wouldn't take 
risks for a whole season, I 
wouldn't get top results, ei¬ 
ther.” 

Maze won two gold med¬ 
als at the Sochi Olympics 
but struggled on the World 
Cup circuit, failing to repro¬ 
duce the form that saw her 
take the overall title with a 
record 2,424 points a year 
earlier. The Slovenian, who 
is the only active skier be¬ 
sides Vonn to have won 
races in all five Alpine disci¬ 
plines, finished fourth. 

Maze told Slovenian media 
this month that she want¬ 
ed to have one more go 
at the overall title before 
taking a season off — and 
possibly ending her career 
as she will turn 32 next year. 
For Shiffrin, however, age is 
not an issue. 

The 19-year-old American 
has dominated women's 
slalom racing since 2012 
by winning two World Cup 
discipline titles, the world 
championship and Olym¬ 
pic gold, and is vastly im¬ 
proving in GS. 

The teenager plans to start 
racing in super-G as well, 
which could make her an 
outside contender for the 
overall title. 

“It's a goal, I think it would 
be incredible to win the 
overall title even this year, 
if I have a shot at it,” Shif¬ 
frin said. “It’s so tough to 
say. Especially right now, 
nobody has raced yet. 
Some girls race four of 
three events well, and I am 
right now racing two, and 
maybe a little bit of super- 
G. In an ideal world, I can 
win the overall title. "□ 
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McGladrey Classic: 

Compton among early 
leaders at Sea Island 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ST. SIMONS ISLAND, Geor¬ 
gia (AP) — Erik Compton is 
happy with where he is in 
golf, and he’s not referring 
to his 5-under 65 on Thurs¬ 
day for a share of the lead 
in the McGladrey Classic. 

A return to Sea Island pro¬ 
vides an occasion to take 
stock of how far he has 
come in the last 13 years, 
and what Compton re¬ 
fers to as the “hurdles" he 
didn't anticipate. 

There’s a medical term for 
these hurdles. It’s called a 
second heart transplant. 
“I’m almost 35 years old. 
I’ve had a good career in 
golf, really,” he said. “Even 
though I've had some time 
off. I've been able to sup¬ 
port myself and have a 
good life.” 

Compton remarkably 
earned a PGA Tour card 
just four years after he 
drove himself to the hospi¬ 
tal while suffering a heart 
attack, dodging death un¬ 
til he received a second 
transplant. He now is in his 
fourth straight season on 
golf's toughest circuit, and 
he has shown steady im¬ 
provement. 

The next step is to win, 
and Compton has been 
around long enough not to 
get overly excited about a 
good start. 

He opened with a pair of 
birdies in the morning chill 
on the Seaside Course at 
Sea Island, dropped only 
one shot and joined Sea 
Island resident Brian Har¬ 
man, Michael Thompson 
and Will Mackenzie in the 
lead. 

Chesson Hadley was 
among six players one shot 
behind. More than half 


of the field was at par or 
better on a gentle day for 
scoring. 

“I expect I should win 
this year. That’s a goal of 
mine,” Compton said. “It’s 
always been a goal, but I 
think every time I get on the 
course it becomes more of 
a realistic expectation.” 
Compton first played Sea 
Island when he competed 
in the SEC Championship 
while at Georgia in 2001. A 
few months later, Compton 
played in the Walker Cup 
at nearby Ocean Forest. 
The first hurdle when he 
turned pro was realizing 
that “everybody out here 
is really, really, really, really 
good.” The more serious 
hurdle was his heart. 
Compton had his first trans¬ 
plant when he 12 because 
of cardiomyopathy, an 
enlarging of fhe hearf fhaf 
hinders its ability to pump 
blood. He had his second 
in 2008 and ended that 
year by making the cut in 
the final PGA Tour event. 

His story never gets old, 
and Compton is happy 
to tell it, especially if that 
means bringing attention 
to the “Donate Life Ameri¬ 
ca” campaign. He prefers 
to look ahead, at the next 
shot, the next tournament, 
trying to get the most he 
can out of his game, just 
like the guys he is trying to 
beat. 

Compton has reached 
the FedEx Cup playoff the 
last two seasons and ad¬ 
vanced to the third round 
at the BMW Champion¬ 
ship last month. In the short 
offseason, he spent more 
time in the gym trying to 
get stronger at the recom¬ 
mendation of former Miami 
Heat guard Ray Allen.Q 



Andrew Putnam hits out of the 17th bunker during the first round of the McGladrey Classic golf 
tournament on Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014, in St. Simons Island, Ga. 

(AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton) 
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Giants’ Hudson to face Royals’ Guthrie in Game 3 


JOSH DUBOW 

AP Sports Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

In the middle of a cham- 
pagne-and-beer-soaked 
clubhouse after the San 
Francisco Giants won the 
NL Championship Series, 
Tim Hudson was given the 
chance to speak to his 
team. 

The message was as simple 
as Hudson’s approach on 
the mound: “World Series, 
baby!” 

After 16 years, 214 regular- 
season wins and seven 
failed trips to the postsea¬ 
son, Hudson has finally 
made it to baseball’s big¬ 
gest stage at age 39. 
Hudson is set to take the 
mound Friday night for 
the Giants when they re¬ 
turn home to face Jeremy 
Guthrie and the Royals in 
Game 3 of the World Series 
after a two-game split in 
Kansas City. 

“It’s almost a sense of re¬ 
lief that it’s finally here, 
that what I’ve hoped and 
dreamed for throughout 
my career is finally here, 
and there’s not going to be 
anybody on the field that’s 
more ready than I am to¬ 
morrow night,” Hudson said 
Thursday. 

Hudson's brilliant career 
began on the other side 
of San Francisco Bay as he 
helped Oakland make four 
straight trips to the postsea¬ 
son that ended with Game 
5 losses in the division series. 
Hudson got back to the 
playoffs with Atlanta, losing 
in the division series in 2005 
to Houston and 2010 to 
San Francisco. The Braves 
made it again last year 
when Hudson was hurt but 


lost again in the division se¬ 
ries. 

After signing a $23 million, 
two-year contract this off¬ 
season with San Francisco, 
Hudson finally got to expe¬ 
rience postseason success. 
“You often wonder, is it 


ever going to happen? Ob¬ 
viously, last year the way 
my season ended with my 
ankle injury, things looked 
a little bleak there for a few 
moments,” Hudson said. 
But I’m just really lucky.” 
Hudson got no-decisions 
in his first two postseason 
starts, allowing five runs in 
13 2-3 innings against Wash¬ 
ington and St. Louis. 

The limited work of late has 
paid dividends. Hudson 
looks much fresher than he 
did in September when he 


went 0-4 with an 8.72 ERA in 
five starts to end the season 
while dealing with a bum 
hip. He finished the season 
with a 9-13 record for his first 
losing campaign ever. 

“It's hard enough to play 
this game when you’re 


healthy, but when you’re 
pitching and your hip’s 
bothering you a little bit — 
and he's a warrior," man¬ 
ager Bruce Bochy said. “He 
was never complaining. He 
was never making excuses, 
but it was a fact. I think it 
was affecting him a little 
bit.” 

Guthrie had a long wait 
just to get to the playoffs. 
He made his first postsea¬ 
son appearance at age 35 
when he allowed one run in 
five innings of a no-decision 


against Baltimore in Game 
3 of the ALCS. 

That start is Guthrie’s only 
outing the past four weeks; 
he did nof pitch in the divi¬ 
sion series sweep against 
the Angels. So Guthrie has 
done his best to stay sharp 


with side work instead of 
pitching in games. 

He has also spent time serv¬ 
ing as a translator for some 
of Kansas Cify's Spanish¬ 
speaking players. Guthrie 
completed a Mormon mis¬ 
sion to Spain when he was 
in college, not picking up a 
baseball for fwo years. 

But Guthrie revived his ca¬ 
reer when he returned and 
transferred to Stanford, be¬ 
coming a first-round pick in 
2002 and eventually a ma¬ 
jor leaguer. 


He said he learned at Stan¬ 
ford the importance of 
going deep into games — 
something that was most 
evident when he went 13 
innings to beat Cal-State 
Fullerton in the NCAA tour¬ 
nament his final year there. 
“Four days before the draft, 
Scott Boras my agent, or 
adviser at that time, was 
there, and I don’t think he 
was anticipating or hop¬ 
ing for 13 innings that close 
to the draft,” Guthrie said. 
“But it was 147 pitches. 
Again, it was a reflection of 
competing to the end, it's 
yours to win, and watching 
kind of fhe pitchers pitch 
by pitch, and seeing how 
they’re doing versus kind of 
letting the number dictate 
when they were going to 
be taken out.” 

With a stellar bullpen led by 
Greg Holland, Kelvin Herre¬ 
ra and Wade Davis behind 
him in Kansas City, Guthrie 
knows he won’t be asked 
to go that deep on a team 
that has had only one start¬ 
er pitch into the seventh 
this postseason. 

“That's been the result, but 
we're out there trying to 
get as deep as we can," 
Guthrie said. “For us to win 
a game without having to 
throw all three of our reliev¬ 
ers at the back end, Kelvin, 
and Wade, and Greg, will 
only give our team a better 
chance to win throughout 
the series.” 



CLEAN 



At left in an Aug. 23, 2014, file photo, Kansas City Royals starting pitcher Jeremy Guthrie throws 
during the first inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, in Arlington, Texas. At right, 
in a Sept. 19, 2014, file photo, San Francisco Giants starting pitcher Tim Hudson throws against the 
San Diego Padres during the first inning of a baseball game in San Diego. Guthrie and Hudson will 
be the starters for Game 3 of the World Series Friday, Oct. 24, 2014, in San Francisco. 

(AP Photo/Don Boomer, File) 
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Lamela’s wild goal illuminates Europa League 



Tottenham's Erik Lamela, right, scores his second goal during the Europa League Group C soc¬ 
cer match between Totteham Hotspur and Asteras Tripolis at White Hart Lane stadium in London, 
Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014. 


STEVE DOUGLAS 
AP Sports Writer 

Erik Lamela’s outrageous 
goal in a big win for Totten¬ 
ham illuminated the third 
round of Europa League 
group-stage matches, in 
which Fiorentina and Dy¬ 
namo Moscow maintained 
their perfect starts to the 
competition. 

In what will rank as one of 
the best goals seen in Eu¬ 
rope this season, Lamela 
wrapped his left leg around 
the back of his standing leg 
and somehow generated 
enough power to fire the 
ball into the corner from 
outside the area. 

“I was stunned, for two 
minutes I was just thinking 
about that goal,” Totten¬ 
ham defender Jan Ver- 
tonghen said. “I’ve seen a 


lot of YouTube clips but I’ve 
never seen a goal like it.” 
The Argentina forward’s 
“rabona” — as the ma- 
noeuver is known in foot¬ 
ball — set Tottenham on its 
way to a 5-1 victory over 
Greek side Asteras Tripolis 
in Group C. 

Lamela also scored a bril¬ 
liant volley, while young 
striker Harry Kane grabbed 
a hat trick at White Hart 
Lane before going in goal 
as a replacement for sent- 
off keeper Hugo Lloris and 
letting a late free kick slip 
through his fingers. 

“I have seen him do that in 
training, he's got that in his 
locker," Kane said of Lame¬ 
la. “And it's great to see it 
pay off in a big game.” 
Spurs moved to five points 
and is tied for first with Be- 


(AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth) 

siktas, which thrashed Parti- 
zan Belgrade 4-0. 

On a night of mixed for¬ 
tunes for Italian clubs, Fio¬ 
rentina secured a third 
straight win in Group K by 
beating PAOK Salonika 1-0 
through Juan Vargas' goal. 
Inter Milan dropped its first 
points in Group F by draw¬ 
ing 0-0 with Saint Etienne 
and Napoli slipped to a 
first defeat in Group I — 2-0 
at Swiss team Young Boys. 
Torino, another of Serie A’s 
representatives, beat HJK 
Helsinki 2-0 to go top of 
Group B. 

Defending champion Sevil¬ 
la stayed top of Group G on 
five points with a 0-0 draw 
at Standard Liege, as Fey- 
enoord missed a chance 
to climb into first place by 
losing 3-1 at HNK Rijeka of 


Croatia. Andrej Kramaric 
scored a hat trick. 

Group H leader Everton 
drew 0-0 at Lille in a match 
whose buildup was marred 
by French riot police using 
tear gas and rubber bullets 
to disperse large groups of 
visiting fans in Lille's main 
square. Wolfsburg won 
4-2 at FK Krasnodar in the 
group's other game. 

There was also a crowd dis¬ 
turbance during a game 
Thursday, with the match 
between former Czecho¬ 
slovak rivals Slovan Bratisla¬ 
va and Sparta Prague 
needing to be interrupted 
for more than half an hour 
due to fighting between 
fans. Swedish referee Mar¬ 
tin Strombergsson interrupt¬ 
ed the game in the 41st 
minute after Sparta fans at¬ 
tacked Slovan supporters 
in the stands. The match 
continued only after order 
was restored by riot police 
who were deployed with 
an apparent delay. Sparta 
won 3-0. 

Dynamo Moscow beat Es¬ 
toril 2-1 to join Fiorentina 
and Legia Warsaw, which 
beat Metalist Kharkiv 1-0 
on Wednesday, as the only 
sides with a maximum nine 
points so far. 

Also, Villarreal beat FC Zu¬ 
rich 4-1 and Borussia Mo- 
enchengladbach routed 
Apollon Limassol 5-0 in 
Group A, and Alan scored 
a hat trick in Salzburg's 4-2 
win over Dinamo Zagreb in 
Group DO 


Serena bounces back to best at WTA Finals 


Federer topples 
Istomin in Swiss 
Indoors round 2 

BASEL, Switzerland (AP) — 

Top-seeded Roger Federer 
again had to fight back 
from a set down before 
beating Denis Istomin 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4 to reach the quar¬ 
terfinals of the Swiss Indoors 
on Thursday. 

Federer struggled in the 
opening set, and even 
walked toward his chair 
early in the first game be¬ 
fore realizing there was still 
a point to play. 

Istomin had taken just a set 
off Federer in five previous 
meetings, 

last year in Basel, but the 
Uzbekistan player took the 
lead after breaking in the 
sixth game. 

However, Federer fought 
back and took a com¬ 
manding lead in the sec¬ 
ond set after breaking 
when Istomin hit a back¬ 
hand long. 

Istomin battled to stay 
in the match and saved 
seven break points in the 
final set before finally suc¬ 
cumbing to Federer in the 
third game and the sec¬ 
ond-ranked home favor¬ 
ite went on to clinch the 
match with a love service 
game. 

Federer, who is looking for 
his sixth Swiss Indoors title 
after finishing runner-up in 
the past two editions, next 
faces fifth-seeded Grigor 
Dimitrov after the Bulgarian 
eased past Vasek Pospisil 
of Canada 6-2, 6-2. 

Ealier, fourth-seeded Milos 
Raonic of Canada hit 22 
aces, including on match 
point, to beat Donald 
Young of the United States 
6-4, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (2). 

Raonic earned the only 
break of the match to take 
the opening set and then 
dominated the final-set tie¬ 
breaker, converting his first 
of four match points to seal 
the win after nearly 2 hours, 
20 minutes. 

Raonic, who beat Young 
in two sets in Washington 
earlier this year, next faces 
Belgium’s David Goffin. 
Eighth-seeded Ivo Karlo- 
vic also advanced after 
coming from a set down 
to defeat qualifier Kenny 
De Schepper of France 6-7 
(6), 6-4, 6-3 in jusf under 2 
hours.Q 


CHRIS LINES 
AP Sports Writer 
SINGAPORE (AP) — Serena 
Williams awoke on Thurs¬ 
day dreading playing ten¬ 
nis. By the end of the day, 
her doubts were defeated 
and she was still in the run¬ 
ning for a third straight WTA 
Finals crown. 

Following the worst beat¬ 
ing of her professional ca¬ 
reer on Wednesday, when 
she won only fwo games 
against Simona Halep, 
it took hours of cajoling 
and encouragement from 
coach Patrick Mourato- 
glou to get Williams in the 
right frame of mind for her 
lasf round-robin contest 


against Eugenie Bouchard. 
Whatever he said worked, 
as she routed Bouchard 
6 - 1 , 6 - 1 . 

“I was feeling mighty low,” 
Williams said. “I was able to 
feed off his belief. I know 
that sounds weird, even 
though I’ve won so many 
titles, I still at some point 
feel like, ‘Oh gosh, maybe I 
might not be able to do this 
or maybe I might not be 
able to do that?’ 

“I started to believe that 
maybe I could come play 
another match. I wasn’t 
quite sure that I could. 

“I definitely don’t think that 
I would have been able to 
survive today if it wasn't for 


Patrick.” 

Williams improved her re¬ 
cord to 2-1, and will have 
to wait until Friday’s match 
between Halep and Ana 
Ivanovic to know if she is 
through to the semifinals. 
Williams will make the final 
four unless Ivanovic beats 
Halep in straight sets. Halep 
is guaranteed of a semifinal 
berth. 

Meanwhile, the outcome 
of fhe other group remains 
uncertain, with none of the 
four players qualified for 
the semis, and none elimi¬ 
nated from contention. 
Petra Kvitova beat Maria 
Sharapova 6-3, 6-2, further 
eroding the Russian play¬ 


er's hopes of claiming the 
year-end No. 1 ranking. 
Sharapova, who needs to 
win the title and rely on Wil¬ 
liams not reaching the final 
if she is to bump the Ameri¬ 
can from the top spot, fell 
to a 0-2 record while Kvi¬ 
tova is 1-1. 

In order for Sharapova to 
progress to the semis, she 
will need to win her last 
match against Agnieszka 
Radwanska and rely on 
Caroline Wozniacki beat¬ 
ing Kvitova, and have 
both matches decided in 
straight sets. 

Williams was philosophi¬ 
cal about whether she will 
make the semis.Q 
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Is the fear of Ebola making you sick? 


SETH BORENSTEIN 

AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ebola 
is giving Americans a crash 
course in fear. 

Yet, they're incredibly less 
likely to get the disease 
than to get sick worrying 
about it. 

First, the reality check: More 
Americans have married 
celebrity Kim Kardashian — 
three — than contracted 
Ebola in the U.S. The two 
Dallas nurses who came 
down with Ebola were in¬ 
fected while treating a Li¬ 
berian man, who became 
infected in West Africa. 

Still, schools have been 
closed, people shunned 
and members of Con¬ 
gress have demanded 
travel bans and other 
dramatic action — even 
though health officials 
keep stressing that the dis¬ 
ease is only spread through 
direct contact with bodily 
fluids from an infected per¬ 
son, and the risk to Ameri¬ 
cans is extremely low. 

That’s because Ebola 
pushes every fear button in 
Americans’ instincts, mak¬ 
ing tehm react more emo¬ 
tionally than rationally, ex¬ 
perts say. “The worry that 
people are being subject¬ 
ed to as a result of fhe hys¬ 
teria around this is probably 
doing more damage than 
the actual disease,” said 
E. Alison Holman, a pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
California, Irvine, who stud¬ 
ied the health effects of 
populations worried after 
watching coverage of fhe 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, the 
Boston Marathon bombing 
and Iraq war. “Frankly flu is 


more serious. 

THE IMPACT OF FEAR 

Holman found in studies 
published by the Ameri¬ 
can Medical Association 
that the people who spent 
more time watching televi¬ 
sion coverage on the Sept. 


11 attacks — and reported 
fear and anxiety — were 
three times as likely to re¬ 
port new heart problems. 
The more coverage they 
watched, the more physi¬ 
cal ailments they reported, 
she said. Similarly, after the 
Boston Marathon bombing, 
people who watched six 
hours or more of coverage 
reported far more stress 
than those who watched 


less, Holman said. That was 
true even for fhose at the 
bombing. 

Bruce McEwen, a neuro¬ 
scientist who studies stress 
at Rockefeller University in 
New York, said the fear can 
lead people to change 
their lifestyle, making them 


isolate themselves, lose 
sleep, stop exercising, 
change their diet for the 
worse and drink or smoke. 
“It's likely to cause them 
problems down the road 
even if there is no direct in¬ 
fection,” McEwen said. 

GOOD FEAR VS. BAD FEAR 

There are two types of fear 
that can almost come 
down to good fear and 


bad fear. 

The good fear is the type 
we look for around Hal¬ 
loween in haunted houses 
or on roller coaster rides at 
amusement parks. It's short, 
intense, gets our juices go¬ 
ing and removes boredom, 
said Vanderbilt University 


(AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez) 

psychiatry professor David 
Zald. “There's a benefit of 
being afraid. In controlled 
situations, many of us enjoy 
briefly being afraid,” Zald 
said. “It can whip our atten¬ 
tion to the here and now 
like nothing else.” 

There’s a sense of mastery 
or bravery that comes out 
of walking out alive from 
a haunted house or giant 
roller coaster, Zald said. □ 



Three children on their way home from school stop to peer through the gate down at a building at 
The Ivy Apartments in Dallas where a man was diagnosed with having the Ebola virus was staying 
with family at the complex. Ebola is giving Americans a crash course in fear. Yet, they’re incred¬ 
ibly less likely to get the disease than to get sick worrying about it. 


Weight-loss surgery may raise risk of headaches 


Steven Reinberg 

©2014 HealthDay 
(HealthDay News) - After 
weight-loss surgery, some 
patients may be at risk for 
developing severe head¬ 
aches, a new study sug¬ 
gests. 

In a small number of peo¬ 
ple, the surgery was as¬ 
sociated with a condition 
known as spontaneous 
intracranial hypotension 
- or low blood pressure in 
the brain. The condition 
can trigger headaches 
while standing that disap¬ 


pear when lying down. 
These headaches can be 
accompanied by nausea, 
vomiting, neck stiffness and 
difficulty concentrating, 
the researchers added. 

But Dr. Mitchell Roslin, chief 
of bariafric surgery at Lenox 
Hill Hospital in New York 
City, said the study is too 
small to be able to draw 
any firm conclusions. 
“You're talking about 11 
people out of more than 
300, and that’s a low num¬ 
ber,” said Roslin, who had 
no part in the study. “The 


other thing that’s strange 
is that these headaches 
showed up an average of 
56.5 months after surgery, 
which is a long time. 

“This would not be my con¬ 
cern if I was contemplat¬ 
ing bariatric surgery,” Roslin 
said. 

The report was published 
online Oct. 22 in the journal 
Neurology. 

Although it is not clear 
why this condition might 
develop after weight-loss 
surgery, the researchers 
speculated that significant 


weight loss alters pressure 
in the brain, which might 
uncover a pre-existing con¬ 
dition that causes fluid to 
leak from fhe spine and 
trigger severe headaches. 
While the study showed 
an association between 
weight-loss surgery and 
an increased risk of se¬ 
vere headaches, it did not 
prove a cause-and-effect 
link. 

For the study, a team led 
by Dr. Wouter Schievink, of 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen¬ 
ter in Los AngelesO 



Study: kidney 
stones linked to 
weaker bones 

© 2014 HealthDay 
(HealthDay News) -- Kid¬ 
ney stone patients may be 
at increased risk for broken 
bones and may require 
freafmenf to protect their 
bone health, a new study 
suggests. Researchers led 
by Dr. Michelle Denburg, 
of fhe Children's Hospital 
of Philadelphia, analyzed 
dafa from nearly 52,000 
British kidney stone patients 
and more than 517,000 
people without kidney 
stones. During a median 
follow-up of nearly five 
years, kidney stone pa¬ 
tients were at significantly 
higher risk for fractures, and 
this increased risk affected 
all bones, Denburg’s team 
found. Overall, males with 
kidney stones were 10 per¬ 
cent more likely to suffer 
broken bones than those 
without kidney stones. The 
risk was highest among 
male teens -- those with 
kidney stones had a 55 
percent higher risk for 
fractures than those with¬ 
out kidney stones. Among 
women, those with kidney 
stones had a 17 percent to 
52 percent increased risk 
of fractures from fheir 20s 
to their 60s, with the highest 
risk among women aged 
30 to 39, according to the 
study published online Oct. 
23 in the Clinical Journal of 
fhe American Society of 
Nephrology. The findings 
only point to an associa¬ 
tion between kidney stones 
and fracture risk, and do 
not prove a cause-and-ef- 
fect relationship. However, 
the researchers believe 
that efforts to boost kid¬ 
ney stone patients’ bone 
health might help shield 
them from fractures. 

“Given that the median 
time from diagnosis of [kid¬ 
ney stones] to fracture was 
a decade, we might be 
able to intervene during 
this interval to reduce the 
burden of future fracture,” 
Denburg said in a news re¬ 
lease from the American 
Society of Nephrology. 
More information 
The U.S. National Institute 
of Diabetes and Diges¬ 
tive and Kidney Diseases 
has more about kidney 
stones. □ 
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Google’s streaming music 


service anticipates mood 


Tech firm fined 
for underpaying 
Indian workers 

MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

Silicon Valley company is 
paying more than $43,000 
in back wages and penal¬ 
ties after labor regulators 
found eight employees 
brought from India were 
grossly underpaid and 
overworked while assigned 
to a special project in the 
U.S. 

The probe announced this 
week by the U.S Depart¬ 
ment of Labor uncovered 
several egregious viola¬ 
tions at Electronics for Im¬ 
aging Inc., a printing tech¬ 
nology specialist that gen¬ 
erated revenue of $728 
million last year, when the 
misconduct occurred. 
Among other things. Elec¬ 
tronics for Imaging paid 
the eight workers far be¬ 
low California’s required 
minimum wage — $8 per 
hour at the time — while 
they helped the compa¬ 
ny move its headquarters 
from Foster City, California, 
to Fremont, California, dur¬ 
ing a three-month period, 
according to the Labor 
Department. 

While assigned to the proj¬ 
ect, some of the Indian 
workers logged as many as 
122 hours in a week without 
being paid overtime. As re¬ 
sult, they received as little 
as $1.21 per hour. 
Electronics for Imaging 
says it “unintentionally 
overlooked” U.S. laws re¬ 
quiring foreign workers to 
be paid at least minimum 
wage, with overtime for 
more than 40 weekly hours 
on the job. Instead, the 
company gave the Indians 
unspecified bonuses while 
paying the transferred 
workers fhe same wages 
they normally received in 
their normal jobs in Ban¬ 
galore, India. The workers 
were even paid in rupees 
while in the U.S. 

Michael Eastwood, a De¬ 
partment of Labor assistant 
district director, said the 
abuses at Electronics for 
Imaging were among the 
most outrageous he had 
ever seen — even worse 
than problems he had 
seen at garment factories 
in southern California. 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google’s music-subscrip¬ 
tion service will try to an¬ 
ticipate its listeners’ mood 
swings as it amplifies its 
competition with Pandora, 
Spotify and other popu¬ 


lar services that play tunes 
over the Internet. 

The $10-a-month All Access 
service, which kicked off 
Tuesday, will make music 
suggestions based on edu¬ 
cated guesses about each 
subscriber’s mood and like¬ 
ly activities at certain points 
in the day or week. 

For instance, a subscriber 
who opens the service on a 
smartphone on a Monday 
morning might be offered 
a playlist suited for com¬ 
muting, going to the gym 
or getting motivated for 
work. Opening the app on 
Monday evening, though, 
might generate songs ap¬ 
propriate for eafing dinner, 
studying or unwinding. 

Six different music mixes 
created for different emo¬ 
tions and activities — with 
such labels as “Jumping 
Out of Bed” or “In The Lone¬ 
ly Hour" — will be automati¬ 
cally displayed for All Ac¬ 
cess subscribers in the U.S. 
and Canada. The mixes 
won’t be played unless the 
subscriber selects one. The 
feature won’t be immedi¬ 
ately available in the other 
43 countries where All Ac¬ 
cess is sold. 

The mood music also will 
be tailored to each listen¬ 
er's tastes, so a subscriber 
who already has signaled 


a preference for rock and 
an aversion for country mu¬ 
sic would be more likely to 
hear the Rolling Stones per¬ 
form “Monkey Man" than 
“Dead Flowers” in their 
mixes. 

Subscribers also will be 
able to request playlists de¬ 


signed for specific activities 
such as napping or house¬ 
cleaning. 

Google's attempt to cater 
to people’s moods reflects 
the growing importance of 


delivering soundtracks that 
suit listeners' discrete tastes 
and lifestyles. 

Making the right recom¬ 
mendation is becoming 
more crucial now that 
Google, Pandora and 
Spotify have secured the 
licensing rights to most of 


the same music. 

“The content is roughly the 
same, so the main thing 
you can do for a user now is 
to have the right context," 
said Brandon Bilinski, prod¬ 


uct manager for Google 
Play Music, which runs All 
Access. 

“We want to get our listen¬ 
ers to the right music to fit 
the mood and make them 
feel good.” 

Google Inc. picked up the 
mood-melding technology 
in its July purchase of Song- 
za, a free music service with 
about 5 million listeners. 
Google's All Access service 
launch just 17 months ago, 
leaving the company that 
runs the Internet's domi¬ 
nant search engine and 
other leading digital servic¬ 
es in the unfamiliar position 
of trying to catch up. 
Pandora Media Inc.'s free 
Internet radio station boasts 
76 million monthly listeners, 
while Spotify has 40 million 
listeners, including more 
than 10 million subscribers 
to its $10-per-month ser¬ 
vice. Google hasn't dis¬ 
closed how many people 
subscribe to its All Access 
service, which offers a mu¬ 
sic library spanning 30 mil¬ 
lion titles. 

Selecting songs based on 
listener’s shifting moods is 
similar to what a smart mu¬ 
sic player called Aether 
Cone does. 


BANKRUPTCY SALE 


The bankruptcy trustees of AMAZONIA CHURRASCARIA N.V. d.b.a. AMAZONIA offer 
for sale the movable equipment, inventory and stock of Amazonia to the highest bidder. 

The movable equipment, inventory and stock consist of, among others, tables, chairs, 
kitchen equipment (coolers, freezers, dish washer etc.) flat screen tv's, audio equipment 
and its stock of (alcoholic) beverages (including 471 bottles of wine and 182 bottles of 
strong liquor). An overview of the movable equipment, inventory and stock that is for sale 
can be requested with the trustees. 

On Monday 27 October 2014 from 10am-12pm you are invited to inspect the movable 
equipment, inventory and stock at the address of Amazonia, J.E. Irausquin Boulevard 
374. 

A bid on the entire movable equipment, inventory and stock can be submitted in a sealed 
envelope ultimately by Wednesday 29 October 2014 before 12pm . upon which the 
trustees will open the envelops at 2pm the same day and will award the movable 
equipment, inventory and stock to the highest bidder. 

Bankruptcy Trustees, 
Mr. J.M.R.S. van Eps and Mr. D.W. Ormel 
VanEps Kunneman VanDoorne 
L.G. Smith Boulevard 64 
T +297 583 8464 
F +297 583 8442 
ormel@ekvandoome.com 

Yit D Eps Ku II lit: HI an \frn Door n e 0 www.ekvandoome.com 
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This product image provided by Google shows the mood music feature on the web version of 
Google Play. The new feature was released Tuesday, Oct. 21,2014, in an update to Google Play’s 
music subscription service, “All Access,” which costs $10 per month. 

(AP Photo/Google) 
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Stocks jump on strong corporate earnings 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — A combi¬ 
nation of strong company 
earnings and encouraging 
economic reports, both in 
the U.S. and Europe, gave 
the stock market another 
day of solid gains on Thurs¬ 
day. 

Caterpillar jumped after its 
third-quarter earnings re¬ 
port was better than Wall 
Street analysts had been 
expecting. The company 
also raised its profit outlook 
for the year. 3M, the maker 
of Post-it notes, industrial 
coatings and ceramics, 
was among other com¬ 
panies that gained after 
releasing impressive third- 
quarter results. 

Investors were also cheered 
by a report that showed 
the number of people ap¬ 
plying for U.S. unemploy¬ 
ment benefits remains at 
a historically low level, sug¬ 


years. The index has gained 
on five of the last six days, 
and on Tuesday logged 
its biggest advance of the 
year. 

“The economic backdrop 
here in the United States is 
continuing to look strong. 
Earnings are validating 
that," said Karyn Cavana¬ 
ugh, a senior market strat¬ 
egist at Voya Investment 
Management. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 23.71 points, or 
1.2 percent, to 1,950.82. The 
Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age climbed 216.58 points, 
or 1.3 percent, to 16,677.90. 
The Nasdaq composite 
rose 69.95 points, or 1.6 per¬ 
cent, to 4,452.79. 

Eight of the ten sectors in 
the S&P 500 gained, led by 
a surge in industrial compa¬ 
nies after Caterpillar and 
3M reported their earnings. 
Caterpillar said that some 
belt tightening had helped 


ing to analysts at S&P Capi¬ 
tal IQ. The rate of growth 
has slowed from 10.4 per¬ 
cent in the second quarter, 
but is forecast to pick up 
in the final three months of 
the year. 

Stocks had started the day 
higher, following gains in 
European indexes, after a 
survey of the manufactur¬ 
ing and services sectors 
eased some fears that the 
region could be falling 
back into recession. 
Financial information com¬ 
pany Markit said its com¬ 
posite purchasing manag¬ 
ers index for the 18-coun- 
try bloc, a broad gauge 
ofbusiness activity, rose to 
52.2 in October from 52 in 
September. Analysts had 
expected a small decline. 
Readings above 50 sug¬ 
gest expansion. 

Although the reports from 
Europe “weren’t fantas¬ 
tic,” they suggested that 



Specialist Glenn Carell, left, directs trading at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. A combination of strong company earnings and encouraging economic reports, both in 
the U.S. and Europe, gave the stock market another day of solid gains on Thursday. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


gesting that hiring is gain¬ 
ing steam. In Europe, a 
survey of businesses eased 
concerns that the region 
may be slipping back into 
recession. 

Solid company earnings 
are sending the stock mar¬ 
ket higher and helping it re¬ 
cover from a jarring drop in 
mid-October that gave the 
Standard & Poor's 500 in¬ 
dex its biggest slump in two 


it contend with a slowing 
global economy. The com¬ 
pany’s CEO said he was 
hopeful that economic 
growth would pick up next 
year. Caterpillar's stock 
rose $4.70, or 5 percent, to 
$99.27. 3M gained $6.10, or 
4.4 percent, to $145.05. 
Companies in the S&P 500 
have reported earnings 
growth of 5.5 percent for 
the third quarter, accord¬ 


the region would avoid 
sliding back into reces¬ 
sion, said David Lebovitz, 
Global Market Strategist at 
J.P. Morgan Funds. Con¬ 
cerns about the worsening 
growth outlook in Europe 
helped push stocks sharply 
lower last week. 

“It almost feels like the mar¬ 
kets can breathe a sigh of 
relief for the time being,” 
Lebovitz said. 




A 2015 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 4WD LTZ Crew Cab pickup 
truck is on display at Miami Lakes AutoMall in Miami Lakes, Fla. 
General Motors reported strong quarterly earnings on Thursday, 
Oct. 23, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee) 

GM 3Q profit nearly doubles 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Big profits 
from rising SUV and fruck 
sales in North America 
helped General Motors 
nearly double its third-quar¬ 
ter net profit and more than 
offset its struggles in Europe 
and South America. 

The automaker posted net 
income of $1.38 billion, 
or 81 cents per share. In 
the year-ago quarter, GM 
made $698 million, or 45 
cents per share. 

The July-September quar¬ 
ter was the first this year 
without significant charges 
for recalls. GM has issued 
75 recalls in 2014 covering 
more than 30 million vehi¬ 
cles, costing the company 
more than $2.8 billion. 
Without $331 million in one¬ 
time items, GM would have 
made 97 cents per share, 
exceeding Wall Street's ex¬ 
pectations. Analysts polled 
by FactSet expected 95 
cents. 

Revenue grew 2 percent 
to $39.25 billion, above ex¬ 
pectations of $38.79 billion. 
GM shares rose more than 
2 percent in premarket 
trading. 

In North America, re¬ 
vamped pickup trucks and 
SUVs helped to push GM’s 
pretax profit up 12.1 per¬ 
cent to just over $2.4 bil¬ 
lion. The company’s profit 
margin — the amount of 
revenue it gets to keep — 
hit 9.5 percent, the fifth- 
straight quarter of growth. 
In China, pretax profit rose 
14 percent to $484 million. 
GM’s North American 


wholesale vehicle sales 
rose about 60,000 over last 
year, and half the increase 
came from pickup trucks 
and SUVs with high sales 
prices, said Chief Financial 
Officer Chuck Stevens. 

“The new trucks and SUVs 
are more profitable than 
the ones they replaced. 
That certainly helps from a 
profit perspective,” he said. 
GM sold 884,000 vehicles in 
North America during the 
quarter, an increase of 9.4 
percent. 

But the company’s loss in 
Europe, including Russia, 
grew 63 percent to $387 
million. GM also lost $32 mil¬ 
lion in South America. But 
Stevens said both regions 
improved from previous 
quarters as cost cuts took 
hold. 

The company expects to 
record a pretax profit in Eu¬ 
rope during 2016. 

Stevens said GM spent 
about $700 million on re¬ 
call repairs during the third 
quarter, although the ex¬ 
penses were booked dur¬ 
ing the first half of fhe year. 
The biggest recall expense 
stems from the call back 
of 2.6 million small cars to 
fix faulty ignition switches 
that have been linked to 
29 deaths. GM has hired 
compensation expert Ken¬ 
neth Feinberg to pay vic¬ 
tims and their families and 
expects to pay $400 million 
to $600 million in claims. 

GM said the quarter includ¬ 
ed $200 million in restructur¬ 
ing costs, mainly for the clo¬ 
sure of an assembly plant in 
Germany. 
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Microsoft sales rise 25%; investors reward its shares 


NICK WINGFIELD 

©2014 New York Times 
SEATTLE - Microsoft report¬ 
ed on Thursday a 25 per¬ 
cent jump in sales for the 
quarter as its acquisition of 
Nokia's mobile phone busi¬ 
ness continued the com¬ 
pany’s transformation from 
a traditional software com¬ 
pany. 

For the three months that 
ended Sept. 30, Microsoft’s 
fiscal first quarter, the com¬ 
pany said its net income 
was $4.54 billion, or 54 cents 


a share, compared with 
$5.24 billion, or 62 cents a 
share, a year ago. 

The average estimate of 
analysts surveyed by Thom¬ 
son Reuters was 49 cents 
a share for the period and 
$22.02 billion in revenue. 
The profit decline was due 
in large part to a $1.14 bil¬ 
lion restructuring and inte¬ 
gration expense related to 
the company’s acquisition 
of the mobile business of 
Nokia, the Finnish handset 
manufacturer. Without that 


expense, Microsoft would 
have reported earnings of 
65 cents a share. 

In July, Microsoft an¬ 
nounced plans to reduce 
costs by laying off up to 
18,000 employees, or about 
14 percent of its global 
workforce, by the end of 
June next year. Most of 
the cuts are related to the 
company's Nokia acquisi- 
tion.The results impressed 
investors, especially when 
compared to weak results 
from other technology bell¬ 


wethers like IBM. “I thought 
these were stellar numbers 
in a choppy IT spending 
environment,” said Daniel 
Ives, an analyst at FBR Cap¬ 
ital Markets. 

Microsoft shares rose more 
than 3 percent in after- 
hours trading. 

The addition of Nokia to its 
business added $2.6 billion 
in phone hardware rev¬ 
enue that did not exist for 
Microsoft during the year 
earlier period. Without that 
boost, Microsoft's revenue 


would have grown 11 per¬ 
cent in the quarter. 
Microsoft has struggled 
to get its footing in re¬ 
cent years as the personal 
computer and traditional 
software businesses have 
shown signs of weakness 
and newer technologies, 
like mobile and cloud com¬ 
puting, have surged. Mi¬ 
crosoft has stumbled badly 
in mobile. Nokia’s share of 
the worldwide smartphone 
market has declined in re¬ 
cent quartersO 


Amazon loss exceeds forecasts, sending stock down 


DAVID STREITFELD 

©2014 New York Times 
Amazon greatly lowered 
expectations last summer 
that it would make any 
money this year. But it did 
not lower them enough. 
Amazon, the retailer and 
entertainment company, 
reported Thursday that it 
lost 95 cents a share in the 
third quarter, compared 
with a loss of 9 cents in 2013. 
Analysts had expected a 
loss of 74 cents a share, ac¬ 
cording to Yahoo Finance. 
Revenue, as always at the 
e-commerce giant, grew 
strongly, but a little less than 
expected. Sales during the 
quarter were $20.58 billion. 
Analysts had expected 
$20.84 billion. 

Amazon shares fell 10 per¬ 
cent after hours on the 
news, which was reported 
after the close of regular 
trading. Over the past year, 
as worries about Amazon 
have picked up, the pre¬ 


viously highflying stock has in the best case, it would amount that would be thrill- 
fallen about 15 percent. make less than it did last ing to any other big retailer 
The company was cautious year. It also said its revenue but that is much less than 



Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos walks on stage to give a speech in Seattle. Amazon.com reported quar¬ 
terly financial results on Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014. 

(AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 


in its outlook for the fourth in the quarter might grow Amazon’s traditionally ro- 
quarter, saying that even as little as 7 percent - an bust growth. 


Before the earnings were 
released, analysts were 
generally enthusiastic. 
Cowen & Co. said it ex¬ 
pected Amazon to lose 
“only” 57 cents a share. 
Colin Gillis of BGC Partners, 
usually somewhat skeptical 
of Amazon, issued an up¬ 
beat note that focused on 
the potential of the com¬ 
pany to use its hardware for 
an advertising network. 

“We are actually mildly 
positive on the potential 
of the current investment 
cycle as Amazon builds an 
ecosystem with its Kindle 
readers (success), tablets 
(mild success), App store 
(mild success). Fire TV (lim¬ 
ited traction but a good 
product) and phone (fail¬ 
ure, priced too high and 
limited distribution),” Gillis 
wrote. He noted that the 
retailer knew where its tens 
of millions of customers 
lived, what they liked and 
how they consumed. □ 


Union Pacific 3Q profit chugs ahead 19 percent 


JOSH FUNK 

AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Union 
Pacific Corp. delivered a 
19 percent increase in its 
third-quarter profit as the 
railroad hauled 7 percent 
more freight and increased 
rates. 

“We are optimistic about 
the remainder of the year,” 
CEO Jack Koraleski said. 
“Assuming the economy 
and weather cooperate, 
we are well positioned to 
finish up the year with re¬ 
cord results.” 

The Omaha, Nebraska- 


based railroad said Thurs¬ 
day that it earned $1.37 bil¬ 
lion, or $1.53 per share, for 
the quarter ended Sept. 30. 
That's up from $1.15 billion, 
or $1.24 per share, a year 
ago. Union Pacific's rev¬ 
enue climbed 11 percent 
to $6.18 billion from $5.57 
billion. 

Analysts surveyed by Fact- 
Set expected Union Pa¬ 
cific to report earnings per 
share of $1.51 on revenue 
of $6.10 billion. 

Union Pacific reported the 
most growth in shipments 
of intermodal shipping con¬ 


tainers, industrial products 
and agricultural goods. 
Coal was the only sec¬ 
tor that didn’t grow in the 
quarter but after the de¬ 
crease in coal demand 
in recent years, reporting 
flat coal volumes and a 2 
percent increase in rev¬ 
enue was positive. Edward 
Jones analyst Logan Purk 
said Union Pacific again 
delivered impressive results 
while controlling costs well. 
“Union Pacific has shown 
they can do much more 
with the type of growth 
they're seeing," Purk said. 


Citi Investment Research 
analyst Christian Wether- 
bee said the results demon¬ 
strate the strength of Union 
Pacific's operations espe¬ 
cially with the large num¬ 
ber of weather disruptions. 
“The quarter was strong 
from top to bottom,” Weth- 
erbee said. 

Investors have been talk¬ 
ing about the possibility of 
railroad mergers because 
Canadian Pacific and CSX 
railroads disclosed they 
held preliminary talks about 
combining before aban¬ 
doning the idea. 


But Koraleski said he 
doesn’t think merging any 
of the big railroads makes 
sense because it wouldn't 
necessarily improve service 
and could run into regula¬ 
tory problems. 

“I am not convinced that 
merging is the way you 
solve service issues in this in¬ 
dustry,” Koraleski said. “Par¬ 
ticularly right now, I don’t 
think mergers make sense." 
But if other major railroads 
did move forward with a 
merger, Koraleski said Union 
Pacific would have to re¬ 
evaluate the situation. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Biden’s title, for 
short 

5 Not forbidden 

10 First mate 

14 High point 

15 Foolish 

16 Huge Asian 
desert 

17 Other 
besides 

18 Shamefully 
shocking 

20 Charlie Sheen, 
to Martin 

21 Astonish 

22 Lahr and Parks 

23 Frolic 

25 Sheep’s cry 

26 Republic of 
China 

28 Universe 

31 Colorado resort 

32 Alaska’s Palin 

34 Naughty 

36 Unfair slant 

37 Bar of gold 

38 Adhesive 

39 Made a lap 

40 Ice cream 
serving 

41 Cost 

42 Brother’s son 

44 Cheese 
shredder 

45 Boy 

46 Examine 
carefully 

47 “Get lost!” 

50 No longer with 
us 

51 Go bad 

54 Usurers 

57 Walk in ankle- 
deep water 

58 upon a 
time...” 

59 Madrid farewell 

60 “Ripley’s 
Believe _ Not!” 

61 _ off; begins a 
round of golf 

62 Grumpy’s 
companion 

63 Disease causer 

DOWN 

1 Dyers’tubs 


2 Resound 

3 Set free 

4 Bic product 

5 Hear 

6 Bring upon 
oneself, as a 
penalty 

7 Actor James _ 

8 Hostel 

9 Newsman_ 
Koppel 

10 Sparkling 

11 Entryway 

12 Border on 

13 Feel the loss of 
19 Embarrass 

21 Reach across 

24 Fills with 
wonderment 

25 Dory or dinghy 

26 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

27 Cuisine category 

28 Cut short 

29 Wipe out 

30 Worcestershire 
or Hollandaise 

32 Winter forecast 

33 In the past 


35 Doe or buck 

37 Frosted 

38 Snatch 

40 Pillow covers 

41 Nudge 

43 Cessnas, e.g. 

44 Lawn-covered 

46 Tea variety 

47 Thin opening 


48 Tepee’s shape 

49 Marathon 

50 Boring person 

52 Smell 

53 Six years, for a 
U.S. senator 

55 Owned 

56 Fuss & bother 

57 Hairpiece 
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Dubai cuts profile as plastic 



In this Wednesday, Oct. 15,2014 photo, Emma Jordan, a 33-year- 
old British resident of Dubai and mother of three, receives a 
testament called Legato Microplasma for her stretch mark re¬ 
moval from Jelena Jovanovic, a skin care and laser specialist, 
at the Wellbeing Medical Centre in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
Emma chose to undergo a breast augmentation and stretch 
mark removal in Dubai instead of in London because she saw 
that the price - around 9,200 U.S. dollars in total - was similar, but 
waiting times were shorter and the procedure more personal. 

(AP Photo/Kamran Jebreili) 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Dubai, the 
emirate known for its cel¬ 
ebration of over-the-top 
glamour and luxury, is rac¬ 
ing ahead to dominate the 
Middle East's plastic sur¬ 
gery market with plans to 
attract half a million medi¬ 
cal tourists in six years. 
Where cosmopolitan Beirut 
was once the region’s best 
known city for going under 
the knife, turmoil in Syria 
and violence often spill¬ 
ing into Lebanon is driving 
away wealthy Arab tourists. 
After splashing out on med¬ 
ical infrastructure over the 
past years, Dubai already 
ranks globally and aims to 
move up the list of top in¬ 
ternational destinations for 
medical tourism. 

It plans to attract 20 million 
tourists by 2020 — with half 
a million medical tourists 
bringing in revenues of 2.6 
billion dirhams ($710 mil¬ 
lion). The Dubai Health Au¬ 
thority says that around 
120,000 medical tourists 
came last year, generat¬ 
ing revenue of around 
$200 million — a 12 percent 
boost from the previous 
year. 

That already puts it ahead 
of Turkey, with 110,000 
medical travelers, and 
Costa Rica, with 40,000 to 
65,000, according to 2013 
figures from Patients Be¬ 
yond Borders, a U.S. group 
that collects data on the 
industry. Lebanon does not 


rank among top countries 
for medical travel, but Bei¬ 
rut was once the region's 
premier spot for nips and 
tucks, notably drawing 
many Arab celebrities. 
Globally, medical tourism is 
big business. It is estimated 
to generate $50 billion to 
$60 billion a year and grow 
to an annual $100 billion in 
the next decade. 

To cash in on the boom, 
Dubai has rolled out three- 
month renewable visas for 
medical tourists and their 
companions and launched 
a campaign to brand itself 
as the Middle East's top 
destination for wellness 
and plastic surgery. 

Vasilica Baltateanu, who 
started up the United Arab 
Emirates' first plastic sur¬ 
gery consultancy, Vasilica 
Aesthetics, said Dubai's 
glamour factor is driving 
the trend among the re¬ 
gion's well-heeled tourists 
who want to shop, indulge 
in spas and relax in opulent 
hotels. 

“You don’t find them go¬ 
ing anymore to Beirut 
and (they) are coming 
to Dubai. Why? It’s much 
safer in Dubai,” she said. 
“I think they also choose 
Dubai because there are 
the best restaurants here, 
the best hotels. So you do 
a surgery and at the same 
time you can have a nice 
holiday.” 

The World Travel & Tourism 
Council said in its annual 
2014 report that the UAE 
was expected to attract 


surgery hub 

12.2 million international 
tourists this year, with Leba¬ 
non welcoming just 1.3 mil¬ 
lion. 

A company specialized 
in laser treatments, Silkor, 
says it brought its business 
to Dubai instead of wait¬ 
ing for Gulf clients to come 
to Lebanon, where it has 
opened eight branches 
since its founding 15 years 
ago. In less than half that 
time, the company estab¬ 
lished six branches in the 
UAE and has plans to open 
two more. □ 
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Goofy dinosaur blends Barney and Jar Jar Binks 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Near¬ 
ly 50 years ago, scientists 
found bones of two large, 
powerful dinosaur arms 
in Mongolia and figured 
they had discovered a 
fearsome critter with killer 
claws. 

Now scientists have found 
the rest of the dinosaur and 
have new descriptions for 
it: goofy and weird. 

The beast probably lum¬ 
bered along on two legs 
like a cross between TV di¬ 
nosaur Barney and Jar Jar 
Binks of Star Wars fame. It 
was 16 feet tall and 36 feet 
long, weighing seven tons, 
with a duckbill on its head 
and a hump-like sail on its 
back. Throw in those killer 
claws, tufts of feathers here 
and there, and no teeth — 
and try not to snicker. 

And if that's not enough, 
it ate like a giant vacuum 
cleaner. 

That's Deinocheirus mirifi- 
cus (DY’-noh'-KY-ruhs mur- 
IHF'-ee-kuhs), which means 
“terrible hands that look 
peculiar.” It is newly rei¬ 
magined after a full skele¬ 
ton was found in Mongolia 
and described in a paper 
released Wednesday by 
the journal Nature. Some 70 
million years old, it's an an¬ 
cestral relative of the mod¬ 
ern ostrich and belongs to 
the dinosaur family often 
called ostrich dinosaurs. 
“Deinocheirus turned out 


to be one the weirdest di¬ 
nosaurs beyond our imagi¬ 
nation,” study lead author 
Yuong-Nam Lee, director 


of the Geological Museum 
in Daejeon, South Korea, 
said in an email. 

When scientists in 1965 


found the first forearm 
bones — nearly 8 feet long 

— many of them envisioned 
“a creature that would 
strike terror in people," said 
University of Maryland di¬ 
nosaur expert Thomas Holtz 
Jr, who wasn’t part of the 
study. “Now it’s a creature 
that would strike bemuse¬ 
ment, amazement.” 

And yes, he said, “it’s pretty 
goofy.” 

The find is tremendous but 
is a cautionary tale about 
jumping to conclusions 
without enough evidence, 
said University of Chicago 
dinosaur expert Paul Sere- 
no, who wasn’t part of the 
discovery. 

It also reminds us that evo¬ 
lution isn’t always what we 
think, Sereno said. 

“This is evolution in a di¬ 
nosaur — not a mammal 

— world,” Sereno said in 
email. “The starting point is 
a two-legged animal look¬ 
ing somewhat like a fuzzy- 
feathered ostrich. Now you 
want to get really big and 


suck up lots of soft vegeta¬ 
tion. In the end you look 
like a goofy Michelin ostrich 
with fuzz and a tail — not a 
cow.” 

Lee figures the tilted wide 
hips and massive feet show 
that Deinocheirus was a 
slow mover and probably 
grew so big to escape from 
being regularly feasted on 
by bigger dinosaurs. 

It had a beak that could 
eat plants, but it also had 
a massive tongue that cre¬ 
ated suction for vacuum¬ 
ing up food from the bot¬ 
toms of streams, lakes and 
ponds, Lee wrote. 

Originally Lee’s team 
couldn’t find the dinosaur's 
skull, but a tip from another 
researcher led them to re¬ 
cover it from the private 
market in Germany. 

Some kids will soon adopt 
this dinosaur as their favor¬ 
ite, Holtz said, “and those 
are kids with a sense of hu¬ 
mor.” 



This undated handout image provided by Michael Skrepnick, 
Dinosaurs in Art, Nature Publishing Group, shows a Deinocheirus. 
Nearly 50 years ago, scientists found two large powerful arm 
bones of a new dinosaur species in Mongolia and figured it was 
a fearsome critter with killer claws. Now scientists have found 
the rest of the dinosaur and have new descriptions for the dino¬ 
saur: “goofy” and “weird.” 

(AP Photo/Michael Skrepnick) 


Stone tools show ancient settlement in Andes 


MALCOLM RITTER 

AP Science Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The air 

was thin, the nights were 
cold, the sun could easily 
burn the skin. But about 
12,000 years ago, small 
groups of hunter-gatherers 
found a home very high 
up in the Peruvian Andes. 


Now, their stone tools and 
other artifacts have re¬ 
vealed their presence at 
about 14,700 feet (4,480 
meters) above sea level, 
about as high as the Mat¬ 
terhorn and much higher 
than Machu Picchu. They 
lived there nearly 1,000 
years earlier than any other 
known human habitation 
anywhere above even 
13,000 feet (4,000 meters), 
researchers report. 

Among the bogs, wetlands 
and grasslands of the tree¬ 
less plateau, the ancient 
people found plentiful 
deer and wild ancestors 
of llamas and alpacas to 
hunt for food and clothing 
between 12,000 and 12,500 
years ago. There were rock 
shelters to live in, and de¬ 


posits of obsidian for mak¬ 
ing stone tools. While the 
plants weren’t edible, 
some contained combus¬ 
tible resin and made for 
“really nice warm fires,” 
says researcher Kurt Rade- 
maker. 

“I can’t say why people 
first went there,” said Rade- 
maker, an author of a re¬ 
port released Thursday by 
Science. “But once they 
did go there, there were 
plenty of reasons to stay.” 
Rademaker is a researcher 
at the University of Tuebin¬ 
gen in Germany and a vis¬ 
iting assistant professor at 
the University of Maine in 
Orono. He led a research 
team that uncovered two 
sites of high-altitude Andes 
settlement in southern Peru, 
within about 100 miles (160 


kilometers) of the Pacific 
coast and roughly west of 
Lake Titicaca. 

Both sites included work¬ 
shops for making stone 
tools. Hundreds of tools 
were found there, includ¬ 
ing scrapers that were evi¬ 
dently used to make cloth¬ 
ing from hides. Sharpened 
points were probably used 
for spears. Bone and shell 
beads, used for adorn¬ 
ment, were also recovered. 
Rademaker said he doubts 
people lived there year- 
round, noting the rainy 
season from December to 
March. 

“You’re cold,” he said. 
“You’re being rained on 
and snowed on and sleet¬ 
ed on all day long. It makes 
for misery.” 




Ml 


Massage and escort service 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 

Serving Men ■ Couple ■ Women - All Genders 

Red Light Tour 

Bachelor Party Specialized, the best in the Caribbean 

Call: 565-9535 





























PEOPLE & ARTS I*?? 


FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 2014 


Sting and his ‘The Last Ship’ star go home 



Grammy Award winning singer-songwriter Sting poses for a 
portrait with Rachel Tucker, who makes her Broadway debut in 
Sting's musical “The Last Ship” at Neil Simon Theatre in New York. 

(Photo by Taylor Jewell/Invision/AP) 


cago this summer. Pulitzer 
Prize and Tony-winning lyri¬ 
cist Brian Yorkey (“Next to 
Normal”) and Tony-winner 
John Logan (“Red”) wrote 
the book, and Tony-winner 
Joe Mantello (“Wicked”) 
directs. Sting doesn’t ap¬ 
pear in it, but he is fully in¬ 
volved in every aspect. 
He's in back during every 
performance, after all. 
While it may mark Sting's 
debut as a musical com¬ 
poser, he's familiar with 
the stage, having started 
his musical career in the 
orchestra pit in Newcastle 
playing bass for a pro¬ 
duction of “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat.” He’s also 
been onstage on Broad¬ 
way in 1989’s revival of 
“The Threepenny Opera.” 
Asked if much had 


changed since the Chica¬ 
go run, he turns impish: “It’s 
now set in a gay disco. Not 
a radical change. We just 
figured it was too butch,” 
he says, laughing. 

Tucker, a native of the ship¬ 
building Northern Ireland 
city of Belfast who plays the 
object of a love triangle in 
the show, downloaded 
Sting's CD before going on 
holiday and was transport¬ 
ed home. 

“Every song I listened to I 
was like, ‘That is a story in 
itself.’ It got me. It brought 
me home to Belfast,” says 
the singer, who starred as 
Elphaba in “Wicked” in the 
West End and is making her 
Broadway debut. “It took 
me home.” 

Working with the 16-time 
Grammy winner who led 
the seminal band The Po¬ 


lice has turned Tucker into 
a “giddy 2-year-old." To 
get into character, she visit¬ 
ed Newcastle, went to the 
shipyard at Wallsend and 
even picked up a rivet from 
the ground as a keepsake. 
“It’s a complete dream 
come true,” she says. 

Sting describes his home¬ 
town as “poetic” and “bi¬ 
zarre,” filled with huge hulks 
of steel, like industrial dino¬ 
saurs. “I think it fed my muse 
as a child, living next to a 
shipyard, living with those 
people and those strange, 
surreal giant artifacts,” he 
said. 

He insists he isn’t romanti¬ 
cizing the shipyards, which 
he studiously avoided, as 
toxic and dangerous. The 
Swan Hunter shipyards had 
one of the worst safety re¬ 
cords in western EuropeO 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The ac¬ 
tors in Sting's musical “The 
Last Ship” have plenty of 
pressure these days. The 
show is making its Broad¬ 
way debut. There are last- 
minute changes. And Sting 
is pacing in the darkness. 
“I’m at the back there ev¬ 
ery night, mouthing every 
syllable, which is an extra 
burden the poor things 
have,” says the Grammy 
Award-winner at the Neil 
Simon Theatre. “They know 
I’m listening." 

Hearing this, one of the 
stars, Rachel Tucker, nods 
and laughs. “It's true,” she 
says. “He’ll be, ‘Where was 
the ‘t’ in ‘light?’” 

Sting’s tremendous skills as 
a songwriter — not to men¬ 
tion his perfectionist streak 
— are both being tested 
with “The Last Ship," which 
opens Sunday. 

The show marks his maiden 
voyage into composing 
musical theater and Sting 
seems tired, but game. Sit¬ 
ting beside Tucker in the 
theater's empty seats be¬ 
fore a recent preview, he 
could see the finish line. 

“It began as my dream 
and then became every¬ 
body’s,” he says. His lovely, 
powerfully voiced co-star 
mouths a “thank you” and 
bows in his direction. 

“The Last Ship” is a semi- 
autobiographical story 


about a prodigal son who 
returns to his northern Eng¬ 
land shipbuilding town to 
reclaim the girl he aban¬ 
doned when he fled years 
before. 

“The imagery of the sea 
and ships is very fertile. I 
mean, we came from the 
sea. Everything came from 
the sea,” he says. “I just 
tapped into that. I tapped 
into my own ancestry and 
my community, and be¬ 
hold we have a musical.” 
Sting, born Gordon Sum¬ 
ner, drew on his childhood, 
growing up in Newcastle's 
Wallsend neighborhood, 
near the Swan Hunter ship¬ 
yards, which built more 
than 1,600 ships before 
closing in 1993. 

The show’s evocative lyr¬ 
ics are by a master crafts¬ 
man himself — “The roar of 
the chains and the crack¬ 
ing of timbers/The noise at 
the end of the world in your 
ears." But comparisons only 
go so far. 

“It’s rooted certainly in my 
experience and something 
I know about,” says Sting. 
“But we're not telling a bio¬ 
graphical story. There are 
elements of my life in this 
thing, but that’s not what 
we’re doing, I promise 
you." 

The project began as a 
CD and PBS concert spe¬ 
cial before it was turned 
into a stage version for a 
pre-Broadway stop in Chi- 
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NY court backs EMI over Duke Ellington royalties 


MICHAEL VIRTANEN 
Associated Press 

ALBANY, New York (AP) — 
New York state’s highest 
court on Thursday sided 
with EMI in the music pub¬ 
lisher's dispute with Duke El¬ 
lington’s heirs, but acknowl¬ 
edged global industry con¬ 
solidation has made con¬ 
tracts like his much more 
favorable to publishers. 

The late pianist, bandlead¬ 
er and composer wrote “It 
Don’t Mean a Thing” and 
other big band hits. He 
signed the 1961 deal with 
Mills Music, predecessor 
of EMI, now part of global 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing. 
The standard songwriter 


royalty contract specified 
an even split of net reve¬ 
nues between the publish¬ 
er and Ellington. EMI pres¬ 
ently deducts 50 percent 
commissions to foreign 
subpublishers that are now 
company affiliates before 
splitting the rest with Elling¬ 
ton’s heirs. 

His grandson Paul Elling¬ 
ton sued in 2010, alleging 
breach of contract. 

Judge Sheila Abdus-Sa- 
laam wrote that “globaliza¬ 
tion of the music industry 
has rendered this ‘net re¬ 
ceipts’ arrangement much 
more favorable to music 
publishers than to artists.” 
But, she added, “we must 


examine the parties’ inten¬ 
tions based on the plain 
language within the four 
corners of the agreement.” 
Richard Scarola, an attor¬ 
ney representing Paul El¬ 
lington, said hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were 
at stake, and potentially 
millions on behalf of many 
artists from the same pe¬ 
riod. He said Thursday 
they're disappointed, but 
the decision doesn't fore¬ 
close challenges to the in¬ 
dustry practice of a single 
enterprise taking 75 per¬ 
cent of artist royalties for 
itself based on breaches of 
good faith and fair dealing. 
Sony/ATV Music Publishing 


did not immediately reply 
to a request for comment. 
The Court of Appeals split 
5-2 Thursday in conclud¬ 
ing the 1961 contract lan¬ 
guage was “unambigu¬ 
ous,” binding only Mills and 
“any other affiliate” at the 
time. 

The term was intended to 
apply only to those affiliates 
then in existence because 
it contained no “forward- 
looking language," Ab- 
dus-Salaam wrote. Judges 
Victoria Graffeo, Susan 
Read and Eugene Pigott Jr. 
agreed with her. 

She noted that music indus¬ 
try contracts now usually 
employ “at source” formu¬ 


las where the artist collects 
royalties based on a per¬ 
centage of income deter¬ 
mined before licensing fees 
are deducted. 

In a concurring opinion. 
Judge Robert Smith dis¬ 
agreed that the contract 
applied only to old affili¬ 
ates, which thereby invites 
publishers to create new 
affiliates to get around old 
contract terms. However, 
he said EMI provided El¬ 
lington's heirs semi-annual 
royalty statements since at 
least 1994 that clearly dis¬ 
closed payments to affili¬ 
ated subpublishers, with no 
record of complaints until 
2008. □ 


Halle Berry: Underneath, women love underwear 


FRAZIER MOORE 

AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — What’s 
in a bra? Femininity, sexi¬ 
ness and self-empower¬ 
ment, says Halle Berry, who 
is launching a lingerie line 
she says will do it all. 

The Oscar-winning actress 
is reviving Scandale, a lin¬ 
gerie label born in France 
in 1932. 

“We've taken this brand 
and revamped it," Berry 
said in an interview Thurs¬ 
day. “But we've kept all 
the qualities of the Parisian 
sort of style intact.” 

The collection of 10 bras 
and panties will be sold by 
Target, and while “rich with 
history and heritage,” will 
boast “a very good price,” 
said Berry, who, beneath 
her lacy dress displayed a 
black Illusion demi bra (less 
than $20). 


Berry is an owner of the 
Scandale Paris line and 
said she plays a hands-on 


role in design, declaring, “I 
think I have a pulse on what 
American women want.” 


She agreed that, for guys, 
the choice of undergar¬ 
ments is largely a question 


of boxers or briefs. “But 
most women know that 
what you put under your 
clothes is the first step in 
making yourself feel good 
about yourself.” 

Women buy lingerie mainly 
for fhemselves, she wenf 
on, quickly adding, “When 
they find something they 
feel good in, and that 
makes them feel sexy and 
feminine and empowered, 
their partners also reap the 
benefits.” Berry, who won 
a Best Actress Academy 
Award for the 2001 drama 
“Monster's Ball,” came to 
television last summer in the 
CBS sci-fi series “Extant." 
For this film veteran, series 
TV, with its faster-than-film 
pace and longer-than-film 
hours, was “a rude awak¬ 
ening,” she confessed. But 
now she’s braced to re¬ 
sume production for next 
season in February. Q 



Actress Halle Berry arrives at an awards ceremony in New York. The Oscar-winning actress is re¬ 
viving Scandale Paris with a collection of 10 bras and panties to be sold by Target, and while “rich 
with history and heritage,” they will boast “a very good price,” said Berry. 

(Evan Agostini]/lnvision/AP) 


Tax trial for ‘The Situation’ set for December 


DAVID PORTER 

Associated Press 
NEWARK, New Jersey (AP) 
— A judge on Thursday set 
a trial date in early Decem¬ 
ber in the federal tax case 
against “Jersey Shore” star 
Mike “The Situation” Sorren- 
tino and his brother. 
Sorrentino and brother 
Marc appeared in U.S. Dis¬ 
trict Court for a brief hear¬ 
ing. As they had done at 
their initial court appear¬ 
ance a month ago, their 


attorneys entered not guilty 
pleas on their behalf. 

A trial date was set for Dec. 
2. Neither Sorrentino com¬ 
mented during the hearing 
or outside the courthouse 
afterward. 

The arraignment was origi¬ 
nally scheduled for Oct. 
6 but was postponed be¬ 
cause Mike Sorrentino was 
filming another reality show 
in Los Angeles. His attorney 
wrote in a letter to the court 
that Sorrentino and his fi¬ 


ancee were scheduled to 
appear on “Marriage Boot 
Camp.” 

The brothers were charged 
last month with one count 
of conspiracy to defraud 
the United States, which is 
punishable by a maximum 
prison sentence of five 
years. 

Prosecutors say they filed 
bogus tax returns and in¬ 
flated business expenses 
to avoid paying taxes on 
nearly $9 million in income. 


Marc Sorrentino faces three 
counts of filing false returns 
from 2010 to 2012, and 
Mike Sorrentino is charged 
with two counts, in addition 
to one count of failing to 
file taxes for 2011. Prosecu¬ 
tors say fhe conspiracy ran 
from early 2010 to late 2013 
in Monmouth and Ocean 
counties in New Jersey. 

The false filing counts carry 
maximum prison sentences 
of three years, while failure 
to file carries a maximum 


penalty of one year in pris¬ 
on. 

The cast members of “Jer¬ 
sey Shore" were known for 
their rowdy lifestyle that 
occasionally led to legal 
scrapes. 

In July, “The Situation" 
agreed to take anger man¬ 
agement classes to resolve 
assault charges stemming 
from a July 15 fight with his 
brother at their family’s tan¬ 
ning salon in Middletown 
Township.Q 










THE NEW YORK TIMESI^ 1 


FRIDAY 24 OCTOBER 2014 


How To Defeat Ebola 



Monopsony Is Not Okay 



NICHOLAS KRISTOF 

© 2014 New York Times 
An alarming new symptom of Eb¬ 
ola in America: It seems to make 
brains mushy and hearts hard. 

In New Jersey, two students from 
Rwanda, which has had no Eb¬ 
ola cases and is 2,800 miles from 
the affected countries in West 
Africa, are being kept home. Na¬ 
varro College in Texas rejected 
applicants from Nigeria, initially 
stating that it would not accept 
students from countries with 
Ebola cases - a bit problematic 
because that would mean no 
longer accepting Americans. 

The former executive director of 
the South Carolina Republican 
Party, Todd Kincannon, suggest¬ 
ed (perhaps satirically) one way 
to control the disease: All people 
who tested positive for the Ebola 
virus could be “humanely put 
down.” 

Many Republicans and some 
Democrats have been calling for 
a ban on flights from the Ebola- 
affected West African countries. 
A Reuters poll indicated that al¬ 
most three-quarters of Americans 
favored such a ban on flights. 

It’s a superficially attractive 
idea but also a reflection of our 
mixed-up notions of how to pro¬ 
tect ourselves. The truth is that 
Ebola is both less serious and far 
more serious than we think. 

It’s less serious here because, in 
the end, the United States and 
other countries with advanced 
health systems can suppress Eb¬ 
ola outbreaks. Granted, the Dal¬ 
las hospital bungled its response. 
Still, if Nigeria and Senegal can 
manage Ebola successfully, so 
can the United States. We won’t 
have an epidemic here. 

Yet Ebola is more serious be¬ 
cause there is a significant risk 
that it will become endemic in 
West Africa and spin off to other 
countries in the region or to India, 
Bangladesh or China. Ebola in In¬ 
dia would be a catastrophe. 
Oxfam rightly warns that more 
resources are needed to pre¬ 
vent Ebola from becoming the 
“definitive humanitarian disaster 
of our generation.” And if the 
virus lingers or spreads among 
poor countries, it will periodically 
travel to America. In a globalized 
world, Ebola anywhere is a threat 
to people everywhere. 

There are also security risks. Aum 
Shinrikyo, a Japanese terror¬ 
ist group, tried to collect Ebola 
samples in Congo in 1992 for 
bioterror weapons but failed. To¬ 
day, it would be easy to collect 
the virus, and a few suicide op¬ 
eratives could deliberately con¬ 


tract Ebola and then travel to 
the United States to spread the 
virus. (However, if the aim is mass 
murder, it would be simpler and 
probably more effective just to 
set off bombs.) 

In any case, the point is that 
global health is not just a warm 
and fuzzy kind of aid. It’s also 
self-interest. It’s also national se¬ 
curity. The best way to protect 
ourselves is to eradicate Ebola at 
its source. 

A flight ban would hamper that 
effort by making it more difficult 
to get health workers and sup¬ 
plies to Guinea, Liberia and Si¬ 
erra Leone. 

Dr. Peter Piot, who helped iden¬ 
tify Ebola in 1976, tells me that 
flight bans would be counter¬ 
productive because they would 
“make aid really more difficult 
and expensive.” 

Likewise, Dr. Paul Farmer, found¬ 
er of Partners in Health, tells me 
bluntly: “A ban would be worse 
than ineffective and would 
certainly hamper the efforts of 
groups like ours - and worsen the 
epidemic.” 

Even airport screenings may be 
a feel-good distraction. An edi¬ 
torial in BMJ, a medical journal, 
noted that Canada used ques¬ 
tionnaires and thermal scanners 
to screen hundreds of thousands 
of people for SARS, spent $15 mil¬ 
lion and didn’t find a single case. 
The editorial suggests that airport 
screening “will have no mean¬ 
ingful effect” and that resources 
would be better used fighting 
Ebola in West Africa. 

For all the fuss about our own 
borders, not nearly enough is be¬ 
ing done where it counts most: in 
West Africa. Bravo to President 
Barack Obama for pledging up 
to 4,000 troops to fight the dis¬ 
ease there, but the United States 
and other countries must do far 
more - and quickly! - if Ebola is to 
be defeated. 

The number of Ebola cases is 
still doubling every two to four 
weeks, and these countries can’t 
defeat the outbreak on their 
own. Liberia is said to have only 
50 practicing doctors, according 
to Reuters, and there appears to 
be more Liberian doctors prac¬ 
ticing in the United States than 
in Liberia. That brain drain means 
that Liberia, in effect, is providing 
medical foreign aid to the United 
States. 

These are lovely countries with 
friendly people and some heroic 
health workers, but roads, elec¬ 
tricity and other infrastructure 
are desperately weak. All Liberia 
can produce less than one-third 
as much electricity as the Dallas 
Cowboys football stadium con¬ 
sumes at peak times. 

That’s why the U.S. military’s help 
in West Africa is crucial, and why 
it’s a disgrace that less than half 
of a Sept. 16 U.N. target for Ebola 
response funds has been raised. 
Our values and interests coincide 
here. So let’s calm down and get 
to work protecting America from 
Ebola by stopping this disaster at 
its source.□ 
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Amazon.com, the giant online 
retailer, has too much power, 
and it uses that power in ways 
that hurt America. 

OK, I know that was kind of 
abrupt. But I wanted to get the 
central point out there right 
away, because discussions of 
Amazon tend, all too often, to 
get lost in side issues. 

For example, critics of the com¬ 
pany sometimes portray it as a 
monster about to take over the 
whole economy. Such claims are 
over the top - Amazon doesn’t 
dominate overall online sales, let 
alone retailing as a whole, and 
probably never will. But so what? 
Amazon is still playing a troubling 
role. 

Meanwhile, Amazon’s defend¬ 
ers often digress into paeans to 
online bookselling, which has 
indeed been a good thing for 
many Americans, or testimoni¬ 
als to Amazon customer service 
- and in case you’re wondering, 
yes, I have Amazon Prime and 
use it a lot. But again, so what? 
The desirability of new technol¬ 
ogy, or even Amazon’s effective 
use of that technology, is not the 
issue. After all, John D. Rockefell¬ 
er and his associates were pretty 
good at the oil business, too - but 
Standard Oil nonetheless had 
too much power, and public ac¬ 
tion to curb that power was es¬ 
sential. 

And the same is true of Amazon 
today. 

If you haven’t been following the 
recent Amazon news: Back in 


May a dispute between Amazon 
and Hachette, a major publishing 
house, broke out into open com¬ 
mercial warfare. Amazon had 
been demanding a larger cut 
of the price of Hachette books 
it sells; when Hachette balked, 
Amazon began disrupting the 
publisher’s sales. Hachette books 
weren’t banned outright from 
Amazon’s site, but Amazon be¬ 
gan delaying their delivery, rais¬ 
ing their prices, and/or steering 
customers to other publishers. 

You might be tempted to say 
that this is just business - no dif¬ 
ferent from Standard Oil, back in 
the days before it was broken up, 
refusing to ship oil via railroads 
that refused to grant it special 
discounts. But that is, of course, 
the point: The robber baron era 
ended when we as a nation de¬ 
cided that some business tactics 
were out of line. And the question 
is whether we want to go back 
on that decision. 

Does Amazon really have rob¬ 
ber-baron-type market power? 
When it comes to books, defi¬ 
nitely. Amazon overwhelmingly 
dominates online book sales, 
with a market share comparable 
to Standard Oil’s share of the re¬ 
fined oil market when it was bro¬ 
ken up in 1911. Even if you look at 
total book sales, Amazon is by far 
the largest player. 

So far Amazon has not tried to 
exploit consumers. In fact, it has 
systematically kept prices low, to 
reinforce its dominance. What 
it has done, instead, is use its 
market power to put a squeeze 
on publishers, in effect driving 
down the prices it pays for books 
- hence the fight with Hachette. 
In economics jargon, Amazon 
is not, at least so far, acting like 
a monopolist, a dominant seller 
with the power to raise prices. 
Instead, it is acting as a monop- 
sonist, a dominant buyer with the 
power to push prices down. 

And on that front its power is real¬ 
ly immense - in fact, even greater 
than the market share numbers 
indicate. Book sales depend cru¬ 


cially on buzz and word of mouth 
(which is why authors are often 
sent on grueling book tours); 
you buy a book because you’ve 
heard about it, because other 
people are reading it, because 
it’s a topic of conversation, be¬ 
cause it’s made the best-seller 
list. And what Amazon possesses 
is the power to kill the buzz. It’s 
definitely possible, with some ex¬ 
tra effort, to buy a book you’ve 
heard about even if Amazon 
doesn’t carry it - but if Amazon 
doesn’t carry that book, you’re 
much less likely to hear about it in 
the first place. 

So can we trust Amazon not to 
abuse that power? The Hachette 
dispute has settled that question: 
no, we can’t. 

It’s not just about the money, 
although that’s important: By 
putting the squeeze on publish¬ 
ers, Amazon is ultimately hurting 
authors and readers. But there’s 
also the question of undue influ¬ 
ence. 

Specifically, the penalty Ama¬ 
zon is imposing on Hachette 
books is bad in itself, but there’s 
also a curious selectivity in the 
way that penalty has been ap¬ 
plied. Last month The Times’ Bits 
blog documented the case of 
two Hachette books receiving 
very different treatment. One 
is Daniel Schulman’s “Sons of 
Wichita,” a profile of the Koch 
brothers; the other is “The Way 
Forward,” by Paul Ryan, who was 
Mitt Romney’s running mate and 
is chairman of the House Budget 
Committee. Both are listed as eli¬ 
gible for Amazon Prime, and for 
Ryan’s book Amazon offers the 
usual free two-day delivery. What 
about “Sons of Wichita”? As of 
Sunday, it “usually ships in 2 to 3 
weeks.” Uh-huh. 

Which brings us back to the key 
question. Don’t tell me that Ama¬ 
zon is giving consumers what they 
want, or that it has earned its po¬ 
sition. What matters is whether 
it has too much power, and is 
abusing that power. Well, it does, 
and it is. □ 
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Fitness Resorts: More Boot Camp Than Spa 


up a sweat and get healthy 
while she was there - many 
spas do that - but also get 
at underlying issues to help 
her change her behavior 
and think about wellness in 
ways meant to stick. And 
it offered follow-through: If 
she started to slip after she 
left, the program's polite 
nags would be in touch to 
get her back on track. 


programs include a stress 
test, full physical, cardio 
evaluation and 75 min¬ 
utes alone with an inter¬ 
nal medicine doctor. The 
Pritikin Longevity Center, 
the granddaddy of health- 
based wellness spas, in a 
Mediterranean-style man¬ 
sion in Miami, offers an ex¬ 
ecutive physical on top of 
its core health, wellness 
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The irony did not escape 
Paula Thompson: As a re¬ 
gional vice president of a 
firm helping scores of com¬ 
panies administer wellness 
programs for their employ¬ 
ees, the 58-year-old Ohio 
executive was not prac¬ 
ticing what she preached. 
Years of job stress and a 


road-food diet left her out 
of shape, overweight and 
exhausted. 

So she did what many peo¬ 
ple with her income and 
awareness level do: She 
went to a spa for two weeks 
in January - but not the 
type of pampering-and- 
yoga spa you might have 
in mind. Rather, she chose 
what some might not con¬ 
sider much of a vacation 
at all: A spa, yes, but also a 
regimented diet and fitness 
camp cum clinic where 
doctors evaluate you and 
nurses stick needles in you. 
And no booze is allowed. 
Her choice was VeraVia, on 
the beach north of San Di¬ 
ego, which promised to not 
just make her eat well, work 


VeraVia, which opened a 
year ago inside the Park 
Hyatt in Carlsbad, Califor¬ 
nia, is among the spas that 
have identified a new niche 
in the lucrative wellness 
sector. Many more estab¬ 
lished retreats are retooling 
their offerings to attract the 
same target: wealthy, suc¬ 
cessful and highly stressed- 
out executives. This is not 
George Hamilton sunning 
himself poolside; it is Gor¬ 
don Gekko learning work- 
life balance. 

At Canyon Ranch in Lenox, 
Massachusetts, part of a 
chain known for its health 
and healing programs, 
there are now two-, four- 
and five-day programs 
tailored to executives. The 


and spa program. 

And Golden Door, once a 
hangout south of Los An¬ 
geles for actors getting fit 
for roles or rockers recover¬ 
ing from tours, offers a pro¬ 
gram at its 600-acre retreat 
that manages everything 
for stressed-out executives 
right down to the clothes 
they'll wear at the spa. All 
they have to do is pick a 
week. 

And hand over the credit 
card. Regardless of the kind 
and quantity of doctors, 
none of these programs 
would be called cheap, 
and they are not covered 
by health insurance in most 
cases. Golden Door charg¬ 
es $8,850 for seven days or 
$6,000 for five (including a 


single glass of wine on the 
last night). Canyon Ranch 
charges $5,310 for its four- 
day executive health 
package, but that’s on top 
of at least $3,590 for a dou¬ 
ble room for four nights. Pri¬ 
tikin starts at $3,475 for two 
weeks, but the full execu¬ 
tive physical, which starts 
at $3,900, is on top of that. 
The high prices mean that 


for all but the top execu¬ 
tives, such programs may 
not be annual excursions, 
which puts the pressure on 
them to get it right the first 
time. Thompson said that 
she'd like to go back for 
more, but that it was not 
in her budget for the com¬ 
ing year. VeraVia averages 
about $1,000 a day: the 
four-day program costs 
$4,200 and a four-week 
stay is just under $27,000. 
During the prescribed 
schedule of her stay, 
Thompson said, she was 
out walking the beach at 
7:30 a.m. and didn’t return 
to her room until after din¬ 
ner, at least 12 hours later. 
There would be classes on 
emotional eating or organ¬ 


ic food, various types of ex¬ 
ercise - often up to six hours 
a day - field trips to grocery 
stores to learn how to read 
labels and sessions with a 
psychologist or nutritionist. 
“Whereas choice in a lot 
of things is great, when it 
came to putting me on the 
right path to what I was do¬ 
ing, structure, at least for 
me, worked better,” she 
said. 

“When you don't know 
what you’re doing or why 
you should be doing it, 
structure is important.” 
Another guest, Dr. Jamil A. 
Kirdar, a cardiologist and 
assistant professor of medi¬ 
cine at Harvard University, 
found that like Thompson 
he needed structure. But 
he also liked the setting of 
VeraVia, a wellness boot 
camp in the midst of a lux¬ 
ury hotel. 

“People are coming and 
going, weddings are being 
held, there’s a bar open, 
multiple restaurants - you’re 
not sequestered from real 
life," Kirdar said. “I'm going 
to a conference room and 
I’m passing by the bar; no 
one is going to stop you. 
But it doesn’t even occur 
to you to order food.” 

And when he tried to slack 
off, he was called out. 
“Two or three of the staff 
together came to my room 
to see if everything was all 
right,” he said. “It wasn’t in¬ 
trusive." But it got him back 
out exercising. 

One of the principles of Ve¬ 
raVia is that it tailors a pro¬ 
gram to the person, adjusts 
it over time but then holds 
that person to the regimen 
to change behavior. 
“VeraVia is the only truly all- 
inclusive, luxury health and 
wellness retreat to create 
lasting behavioral chang¬ 
es,” said Wyatt Chapman, 
who founded it with his 
wife, Melissa. 

At Canyon Ranch, the em¬ 
phasis is more on personal 
exploration, of the property 
as well as a person’s health. 
The goal is still the same: 
to give people a place to 
change their lifestyles, in 
this case through moments 
of reflection. 

“It’s like being in college, 
listening to the biology lec¬ 
ture and then going into the 
lab,” said Emilie Goudey.Q 



Guests and physical trainers walk around Batiquitos Lagoon at the Park Hyatt Aviara Resort in Carlsbad, Calif., in October, 2014. 
Many established spas and retreats like Aviara are retooling their offerings to attract the same target: wealthy, successful and highly 
stressed-out executives looking for more than pampering, but also exercise and wellness discipline programs. 

(Sandy Huffaker/The New York Times) 













